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GEditorial Synopsis

Dominatingthemesamong our contributionsthis year are
EnvironmentalArchaeologyand LandscapeSurvey. James Greig and Sue
Colledgegive a review of the problemsand achievementsof environmental
studywhich.will serve as a blue-printfor the region for many years to
come. The resultsemerging from the BirminghamArchaeologicalLaboratory
range from the evocationof the mesolithiclime woods to that of the
diet of a 14th centuryWorcesterburgess. A large proportionof the
work has been undertakenover the past five years by James Greig's
co-author,Sue Colledge,who has now been appointedto tLe "Origin
of Agriculture"project at London University. Few excavationsin the
regionare not in her debt for bringing to their sites her botanical
initiative,her useful ideas and her tirelessgood will.

The questionof woodland clearanceis taken up in FORUM by Jim
Gould who challengesthe "traditional"view of neolithicclearanceand
later regeneration,pointing out that for SUTTON CHASE at least, the
first clearancemay have been medievalin date. Perhaps the Anglo-Saxon
inroadsinto lime-woodssuggestedby place-namesas cited by Greig
gives some indirectsupport to thie view, as also, perhaps,does the
identificationof crop-marksas woodlandenclosuresrather than
settlementsmentionedby Hodder in his review of 0. Rackham'snew
accountof WoodlandManagement. (FORUM)

* * *

1--

Hodder'sown work at SUTTON CHASE, Della Hooke'sin the ARROW
VALLEYand the School of History'sat HANBURYcontinueto constitute
the region'sprincipalefforts at LandscapeSurvey. It is interesting
to contrastHooke'sapproach,which has so well servedthe Warwickshire
SMR, with MichaelWatson's excellentaccountof moated sites undertaken
for the SMR in Shropshire. The latter providespositivehistorical
resultsof regionalsignificancewhich are immediatelyuseable,and
also givesa statementof survivaland priorityfor a particularsite-
tyne which is invaluablefor rescue archaeology. The ARROW VALLEY
type of surveysuggestsless directlythe ways in which archaeology
can improveor alter the images of history,and Hooke gives impor-
tant statisticson the limitationsof her (highquality) fieldwork:
only 24% of 74 new sites were located from field evidencealone.
Hodder,in a FORUM parer, discussesthe techniquesof field-walking,
which, it seems,is still the most accessibleway of improvingthis
yield.

Della Hookestressesthat "the recognitionof lost sites is only
a smallpart of landscape survey",but the reconnaisancewhich fieldwork
providesfor settlementstudies is bound to have an immediateattrac-
tion for archaeologists. The detailed flintplottingat KINVER EDGE
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Fig. 1: The West Midlands, showing sites reported. (Hooper)
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Guide to Work Reported

SITE, TYPE OF WORK REPORTED

PERIODSRI-PfuS: :TED
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Abbey HultonST chance find(wood objectl.






-





Arrow ValleyWA

BirminghamWM

BordesleyHW

BournvilleWM

BurntwoodST

CoalbrookdaleSH

CoventryWM

CoughtonWA

survey(landscape)

survey(burt mounds)

excavution/survey(abbey)

excavation(burnt mound)

archit.recording(house)

salvage(furnace)

excavation(priory;defences)

survey(landscape)





--












DawleySH chance find(flint)




-....--..... -.-







DroitwichHW

EccleshallST

excavation (Upwich brine pit)

salvage(moat)





..1








FawfieldheadST

FentonST

HanburyHW

Hen Domen. (Mont.)

excavation(barrow)

excavation(pottery)

survey(landscape)

excavation(motte and bailey)
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HunninghamWA excavation(moated site)
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-----
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HumninghamWA

JackfieldSH

trial exc.(pottery scatter)

chance finds(pottery)
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Kinver EdgeST survey(flint) -1
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LeintwardineHW excavation(fort)
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Little DawleySH excavation(croft)
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MancetterWA chance find(tile)
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MancetterWA excavation(fort)
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Middle HillHW survey(settlement)
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MytonWA salvage(settlement)
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PennocruciumST. survey (forts)
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SheldonWM excavation(moat)
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ShrewsburySH casual find(coins)
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ShropshireSH survey(moated sites)
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StaffordST excavation(urban)
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Stoke-on-TrentST archit. recording(urban)








1,,




SUtton Chase ST, WA, WM survey(landscape)
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Sydenham's MoatWM excavation(moat)
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TiddingtonWA excavation(settlement)
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TongSH salvage(landscape)
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WallST salvage(road)
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WalsallWM salvage(church)








11




WaspertonWA excavation(landscape)
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West Midlands RegionWM

West Midlands RegionWM

documentary(environment)

botanical(environment)
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WhitbourneHW trial exc.(hill fort)





-----  
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WolverhamptonWM casual find(axe)
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Wolverhampton ,WM archit. recording(ice house)
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WroxeterSH excavation(macellum)
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WroxeterSH excavation(basilica)
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is surely destinedto locate settlementsof the under-represented
mesolithicand neolithicperiods. A large Romano-Britishsettlement
found at the junctionof roads near HANBURYwas perhaps the prede-
cessor of the medievalvillage. At MIDDLE HILL (NorthLittleton)
a sherd densityplot locatedanother Romano-Britishsettlement,and
(less certainly)some prehistoricactivity. The type of middle-range
Romano-British"township"involvedmay perhapsbe indicatedby the
excavationsat TIDDINGTONwhere thanks to the determinationof the
CountyArchaeologistand the excavator,nucleatedactivity - appar-
ently agriculturalratherthan industrial- was defined within an
enclosureadjacentto Stratford-on-Avon.The intensityof RB studies
in Warwickshire(includingPaul Booth's work on the pottery) will
soon make possibleeconomiccomparisonsand a model of settlement
hierarchyfor the period. Work of similar character,on the more
difficultterrainof east Shropshire,might providea valuable setting
for the Roman high urban civilizationwhich continuesto be brought to
light at WROXETER.

Another Romano-Britishsettlement,also in Warwickshireat
WASPERTON,has been seen to be one element in an evolving landscape
which so far includesan RB field system,a "ritualarea", and a
mixed inhumationand cremationcemetery of the early Anglo-Saxon
period. Here, the opportunityprovided by large-scalegravel quarry-
ing is being used to try to "lift"an entire "landscapeunit" by
excavation. A differenttype cf opportunity,that of large-scale
urban redevelopment,is being taken at STAFFORD,where excavations
within the historiccentreare designed to study the structureand
activityof a late Saxon burh. The subsequentpost- Saxon sequence,
reportedhere, indicatesfrequentdecline of the town as a central
place, a theme to be furtherexplored in studiesof the "hinterland".

One of the most excitingachievementsof the year was the
sucessfullocationof the Upwich brine pit at DROITWICH. It now
remainsto discoverthe medievaldiagnosticanalogueto briquetage-
the medievalsalt-container- which should have been reaching such
placesas BORDESLEYABBEY. Like Droitwich,Bordesleyhas high quality
depositswhich are not only providingthe region'sbest excavated
medievalcemetery(withpreservedwooden coffins)but potentially
a full range of industrialand environmentalevidenceof the type
called for by Greig.

Much of this year's evidencehas come, as always, from chance 
findsand salvagerecordinc:at ABBEY HULTON part of a medieval
underwaterstructure,at DAWLEY a flint blade, at ECCLESHALLa moated
site,at WOLVERHAMPTONa bronzeaxe and so on. The TONG archaeo-
logicalgroup, followingthe line of the new M54 motorway construction
under difficultconditions,investigatedtwo enclosuresknown from
aerial photographyand added to their recordingat the medieval sites
of Shakerlyand Tong castle. Material from most periods, including
evidencefor medievalbronze-workingwas recovered.

* * *
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Lastly, two new campaignsof researchdemand specialmention.At Ironbridgethe Instituteof IndustrialArchaeology,after consultation with BUFAU, has put a diggingteam into the field under JohnMalam with the aim of bringing the techniquesof modern archaeologyto these post-medievalstudies. Some of the first results are rep-orted here: at JACKFIELD the discoveryof an 18th century potteryindustry formerlyascribed to Staffordshire,and at LITTLE DAWLEYthe excavationof a "squatter's"tenementor "slang",which broughtto light an assemblageof the squatter'spotteryand evidence forway the site had been claimed from the ploughland. The exceptionalgroup of 18th centurypottery from pit 13 at Stafford is anotherindicationof the potentialwhich conventionalarchaeologyhas forthis period.

At Stoke-on-Trent,Cameron Hawke-Smithhas initiatedan MSCscheme in which he hopes to record all the historicEnildingsinthe city. The team will includea structuralsurveyor,so thatas well as producingan architecturalrecord of the buildings,andsynthesisinga socialhistory from them, reccommendationson preSer-vation and displaycan be made at the same time. The scheme,anexceptionalexampleof the integrationof-archaeologywith the publiinterest,is describedin FORUM.

As always,the editor is gratefulfor the wide range ofcontributionsoffered to WEST MIDLANDSARCHAEOLOGY. Short reportsand notes of archaeologicalwork of all types are welcome, and itis hoped that FORUM will continue to developas a place where re-search directionscan be debated in print.

M.O.H. Carver
20th December 1981
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Environmental Archwology

in the West Midlands

by James Greig and Sue Colledge

(A review of past and presentwork)

Most of the initialimpetus behind environmentalarchaeologyin
this region came fromProfessorF.W. Shotton (now Professor Emeritus)
and from his colleagueslike Peter Osborneand research studentsin
the Departmentof GeologicalSciences,many of whom are now prominant
in variousaspects of the field (such as P.C. Buckland,M.A. Girling,
H.K. Kenward,A.V. and A. Morgan). Althoughthe work in the Geology
Departmentwas mainly concernedwith the environmentalchanges connected
with ice ages, archaeologicalwork was also done there. The study of
insectremains was startedand pioneeredby ProfessorShotton and
Peter Osborne, the latterbeing responsiblefor the first concen-
tratedwork on insectremains from archaeologicalsites (Osborne
1965, 1969, 1971a &b, 1973). Other archaeologicallyrelevant work
by ProfessorShotton and his associatesincludesmollusc faunalanal-
yses (Shotton1972), studiesinto prehistoricalluviation (Shotton
1978)and on the petrologyof stone implements(Sbotton 1959). The
establishmentof a radiocarbondating laboratoryin the 1960's en-
abled the Departmentof Geology to make a great contributionto arch-
aeologynot only in the form of dates, but also in the understanding
of dating methods and how best to apply the technique. Botanical
work has also been carriedout in the Departmertof Geology, some-
times on material recentenough to be of archaeologicalinterest,
mainlyby I. Strachan (Shotton& Strachan 1951,Rowlands 1966, Kelly
& Osborne 1964).

In 1967 ProfessorShottonwas instrumentalin organisingthe
establishmentof a ResearchFellowshipin the Application of Scien-
tific Techniquesto Archaeology. This lasted for three periods of
tenurebefore ending in a Universityeconomydrive in 1975. The
first person appointed,D. Peacock, studiedthe petrology of cer-
amics. The second,B. Noddle, studied animalbones while the third,
J. Greig, studied plant remains. All threeare still active in the
archaeologicalfield. Environmentalarchaeologyhas been done in some
cther parts of BirminghamUniversityoccasionally,such as the work J.
T. Williamson plant remains (Williams1971)and of T.F. Spence and
M. Nellist on human skeletalanatomy (Spence1967). Work of signif-
icance for environmentalarchaeo2ogyin the West Midlands has been
done other thah at BirminghamUniversity,especiallythe pollen an-
alyses. The meres of Shropshirehave been studiedby Hardy (1939),
Turner (1964)and by Slater (1972). In Shropshireand Cheshire work
has been done by Birks (1965)and by Tallis &Birks (1965) on meres.
Work on river valley sedimentshas been done by Pannet & Morley
(1978)at Shrewsbury,and is in progresson sedimentsfrom the lower
Severn Valley (TonyBrown,in press). In Staffordshirethe King's
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Pool, Stafford,has providedan exceptionlylong pollen sequence,with other results from insects etc. (D. Bartleyand A. Morgan, worlin progress).

In the early years only a small amount of environmentalarchaEologywas done on archaeologicallyassociatedsedimentsin the regicH. Godwin and his studentsat Cambridge studiedsome material fromWall (Godwin1964-5);medievalmaterial fromChesterwas studiedbyG. Wilson (1975),and the contents of a Roman well from the adjoinil'region,at Bunny, Nottinghamshire(Wilson 1968). Roman material fr,_Herfordhas been studiedby Mitchell (1970).

With the appointmentof S. Limbrey to a new lectureshipin en-.-ironmentalarchaeologyin 1973,teachingin this field became partof the syllabusin the Departmentof Ancient Historyand ArchaeologyDr Limbreyprovidesadvice on soil problemson excavationsin the rc2ion and has been workingon the history of soil developmentassoc-iated with sites such as Beckford,and on the history of alluviationin Midlandriver valleys. This work is now associatedwith theprojecton the paleohydrologyof the temperatezone in the last 15,0years under the auspicesof the InternationalCorrelationProgrammE,the Severnbasin havingbeen selected for the British contribution-Some of Dr Limbrey'sstudentshave been able to do useful work onenvironmentalprcjectsin the laboratory,which would otherwisenothave been done for lack of time. The trainingof students in envirc:mentalarchaeologyhas also meant that those whc are now dcing arch-aeologicalwork in the Midlandshave a reasonableunderstandingofwhat they need to do about environmentalarchaeologyon site, which -once again facilitatesthe work of the laboratory.There are on-sitesievingprogrammesbeing carried out at two sites currentlybeingexcavatedby BUIPAU,and on material from a third one. Members ofthe BUFAU excavationteams are trained to carry out initial sortingas well, so that the materialreaching the laboratoryis in a statewherebyit can readilybe identified. The sievingand sortingprovidesgood recoveryof charred plant remains,and also small boneEand artifacts. Dr Limbreyalso has a charcoalcollectionwhich maybe of great assistancewhen it is necessaryto carry out charcoalidentification.

In 1975J. Greig was appointed to a new contractpost in theDepartmentof Plant Biology,University of Birmingham,funded bythe Departmentof the Environment,to continuethe botanical workhe had startedthere, studyingplant materialfrom DoE funded arch-aeologicalexcavations. In 1977S. Colledgewas appointed to asimilarpost in the same Departmentto concentrateon material fromthe midlandarea. This laboratoryis one of the four places whereplant materialis studiedfor the DoE, the othersbeing at York,Londonand Durham. Most of the various aspectsof botanical env-ironmentalarchaeologyare carried out here at Birminghamwith J.Greig specialisingin pollen analysis, S. Cclledgespecialisingincharredgrain and seeds,and both studyingplant remains,preservedby waterlogging. A start has been made with the identificationof
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wood, charcoaland moEses but it will be some time before much
work can be done - for one thing, it will be extremelytime consum-
ing to build up the necessaryreferencecollections.

The botanicalwork is only a part of what needs to be done.
Other aspects of deposits,such as the sedimentology,insect and
molluscremains etc. need to be studiedin close collaborationwith
other specialistsin order to achieve useful integratedresults.
Some of these specialistsare working for the DoE as laboratory
staff or contractors,others do work as consultants,and some work
is also done in spare time, especiallyas studentprojects, (which
is gratefullyacknowledged). Thus, insect remains (for example)
can be extractedhere from samplesand sent to specialistswith their
prior agreement. This collaborationworks the other way round as
well; some specialistssend sampleshere (withprior arrangement)
for the botanicalremainsto be studied so that the results can be
integratedwith the other data, such as that from insect remains.
The extent of this collaborationcan be seen from the frequent
co-authorshipof papers in the publicationslists. This collab-
orationis harder to organisewhen people are working in different
places,instead of togetheras at York, but it neverthelessgreatly
increasesthe amount of archaeologicallyuseful informationin the
reportsbecause the various lines of evidenceoften confirm each
other,and increasethe detail possiblein interpretation. The
area coveredby the laboratoryincludesthe West Midlands counties
(Staffordshire,Shropshire,Hereford& Worcester,West Midlands
and Warldickshire).In additionwork is done on material from
some of the surroundingcountiessuch as Cheshireand Oxfordshire,
Somerset,Surrey,Lincolnshire,Yorkshireand Humberside. The
local sites are shown in fig.2 and table 1. The amount of exca-
vationsponsoredby the DoE rose sharplyin the 1970's and the
amount of environmentalarchaeologicalwork needed is now more than
can be dealt with immediately. It has becomenecessary to con-
centrateeffort upon pieces of work which are likely to be of
archaeologicaluse and academicvalue, and hence the reports are
usually fairly large pieces of work althoughfew in number.

Work in Progress

Recent pollen analysiswork here at Birminghamand at
SouthamptonUniversityhas greatly increasedthe amount of back-
groundinformationavailableon the Midland landscapeat various
times in the past. Hithertovery littlewas known other than the
fairlyobvious statement that there was originallythick forest
which was clearedby stagesuntil the present slightly forested
countryside came into being. It might have been thought appro-
priate for Mesolithicman, living in a very forestedenvironment,
to have sung "Heartsof Oak" but new resultsshow that "Tinterden
Linden"would have been more suitable,for lime forest seems to
have been the predominantvegetationalcover. The evidence comes
from pollen diagramsfrom unusual sites like river meanders which
provideevidence from places which hithertohad none, like the
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LIST OF SITES

Stafford

Lichfield

Tamworth

Middleton

SuttonPark

Bournville

Coventry

Alcester

Beckford

Droitwich

Cookley

MidsummerHill

Bromfield

Wigmore

Gannols

Marton Pool

Bidford-on-Avon

Fisherwick

Worcester

Rigg's Hall

Wrekin

Croft Ambrey

Mancetter

Shackley

SharpstonesHill

Leominster

Wall

6
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Table 1.


Prehistoric(P,M,N.)Bronze

Age
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Age

Roman Saxon Medieval
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valley of the Severn (Brown,in press) and from the Stour, as atCookley. Further evidencecomes from the correctionof the pollezresults,because lime does not show up very well in pollen diagrarand its pollen records have to be multipliedseveral times beforethey give an accuratepicture of its importancein forest cover.FUrther evidencestill of this past forest comes from the presentday woods with limes like ShrawleyWood, near Worcester. Place-name evidencemay also provide evidenceof lime woods present wherGermanic-speakingpeoplesarrived,with names like Lineholt givinEpossible evidenceof past lime woods.

Prehistoricforest clearancebadly affectedthe limes, andalso the deep soils which they grew best in. Large-scale soilchange and movementis being studiedby Dr Susan Limbrey in rela-tion to sites like Beckford,which have affectedand been affectedsoils.The changesafter initial forest clearancemust have oftento the strippingof much of the rich soil, and the leaching ofwhat remainedto give heath in some places,like HartleburyCommon, and regeneratedsecondaryoak woodlandwhere the soil wastoo poor for sucessfulfarming,in others.

Prehistoriclandscapechangemay also be shown by the org-anic materialpreservedat the Bronze Age Bournvillesite. Thishas proved rich in insect remainswhich are being studiedby PeterOsborne, who has a particularinterestin this period because offinds from sites like the WilsfordShaft (Wilts.)ofsome insectswhich nowadayslive in more southerlyparts of Europe. Climaticchange is extremelydifficultto prove against the backgroundofcolossallandscapechange caused by settlement,but this is avery promisingstudy. At Bidford-upon-Avonsome organic materialdated to the Bronze Age has shown signs of a landscapealmostdeforestedto present-daylevels,althoughwithout associated sign:of settlement.

The environmentalresults from more recent sites, such asIron-Ageand Roman ones, are providingevidenceof the crops grown.as shown by charredremains. Sue Colledgeis trying to find outwhat was being done in differentparts of an Iron-Agebuilding atBeckford,by an exceptionallydetailedstudy of the charred remain:from the whole area excavated,grid point by grid point. Severaltons of soil were sievedbecause there were only a few grains perbucketfull,and hundredsof charredgrain samplesidentifiedandplotted on the ground plan, hopefullyto find out more about theIron-Age.

At Droitwichand Alcester,depositswith charred grain willprove valuable; these have large amounts of chaff, and it shouldbe possible to tell at which stage in processingthis grain/chaffmixture was burnt, and consequentlywhy and where. It might havebeen chaff used to fire a bread oven, or the residue from graindrying prior to threshing- it will certainlyprovide more inf-ormationabout activitiesin these Roman settlements,(Fig.5,4).
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Food for thought, and even more direct evidence of human
activities is provided by the study of the contents of a medieval
latrine at 4orcester (Greig 1981). Pollen analysis showed that the
material was excrement with the eggs of intestinal worms (all long
dead), and signs of bread or porridge remain as cereal pollen grains.
Borage flowers (or honey) may have been present too. Some of the
seeds are from fruit which would have been eaten whole, like figs,
grapes (were they locally grown, perhaps?) and strawberries. Other
seeds must have come from household rubbish as they would not have
been swallowed, such as cherry, damson and food remains like chicken,
herring and eel. Another site of this kind about to be poller anal-
ysed (in association with Dr Mark Robinson at Oxford) has even more
personal interest - the latrine is that formerley used by the six-
teenth century Provost of Oriel College, Oxford.

Areas where more work is needed

Environmental material tends to come from fairly predictable
types of deposit; Iron Age ditches, Roman wells and ditches, med-
ieval and post-medieval ditches, moats, wells, organic floor dep-
osits and latrines. All of these have their interesting points
although some deposits, notably ditches, may show little of human
activities in the surroundings, and are therefore now treated
cautiously so as not to spend too much time on them unless the
results seem to justify it . Most prehistoric deposits are of
interest because of their relative rarity, as are Saxon ones.
Charred grain is of interest almost anywhere where there is enough
of it to be worth extracting, as are all latrine deposits.

Pollen diagrams from natural deposits are a very important
source of information on landscape history, especially when done
with an archaeological purpose from the outset. Hitherto there
have been very few pollen diagrams covering the post-neolithic
period from the midlands, but new work is adding new and unsus-
pected sites, often hidden under alluvium in river valleys. In
the past, ideas of vegetational history have often come from pollen
diagrams from the uplands of Britain, or from large areas of former
wetland like the Fens. These are not very representatil;ecf the
lowland dry landscape which was of most importance to the past
occupants of this land. Some of the newly discovered pollen ana-
lysis sites in small wetlands have a much letter chance of showing
what the occupied landscape was like, and how it changed over the
years, so this is a very worthwhiAe study in addition to the material
from archaeological sites.
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Tiddington Roman Settlement :

An interim report on Excavations 1980-81

by NicholasPalmer,WarwickshireMuseum

(Excavationof a Romano-Britishroadsidesettlementat SP 216555)

Introduction

TiddingtonRoman settlementis situatedon the edge of the gravel
terraces,on the south-easternside of the RiverAvon, about 1.5 km east
of modern Stratford. It appearsto be a 'roadsidesettlement'on a
road runningalong the south bank of the Avon. Its exact position is
curiousin that the main Roman read from Alcestertc the Fosse Way
crossedthe Avon 1%5 km west, at the modern bridgingpoint, and one
would have expectedany settlementtc deVelop there. However, it is
possiblethat there was originallyanother ford at Tiddingtonaround
which the settlementgrew up, but which later declinedin importance,
causingSaxon and later settlementto develop around the downstream ford.

PreviousArchaeologicalWork (Fig.5)

Chance finds from the site,mostly of coins, have been recorded
since the eighteenthcentury,comingmainly from the field known as
ChurchLeys, to the south of the TiddingtonRoad, west of the village.
Collectionsof these made by RcbertWheler and CuthbertCove-Jonesare
held by the ShakespeareBirthplaceTrust. Systematicinvestigationof
the settlementbegan in the 1920'swhen developmentalong the Tiddington
Road broughtthe site to the attentionof F.C. Wellstood,Secretary to
the BirthplaceTrust. In 1923-4he excavateda cemeteryon the site of
No.77'TiddingtonRoad (BradleyLodge). The only recordsof this excav-
ation surviving.area plan, showingabout 20 burials,and a few photo-
graphs,but about 220 burialswere excavated,mostly inhumationswith
some cremations. In 1925 when StratfordGolf Course was laid out much
Roman materialwas found around the holes on the northern side of the
course. Wellstoodsupervisedthis work and was able to excavate an L-
shaped trench (c. 50m x 40m) in the north corner of the course. This
uncovereddense domesticoccupationand a group of ten inhumationsin-
cludingone 'headless'burial. In 1926 the work continued,and in
1927,when Wellstoodwas joinedby Thomas May, a strip (c. 100m long)
was excavatedalong the north-easternboundary of the Golf Course.
This encountereda stone buildingand featureswhich were interpreted
as evidenceof tilemakingand iron and lead smelting. This excavation
was publishedin 1931 (Fieldhouse,May and Wellstood191) and Tiddington
enteredthe literatureas an IndustrialSettlement. However,in 1974,
Graham Websterargued against this interpretation,suggestingthat a
supposed 'tile-kiln'in the storebuildingwas more probablya corn
drier, the iron working on the site was probablymerely smithing, of a
kind to be expectedon any settlement,and that the evidencefor lead
workingwas unconvincing(Webster1974, 53).
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In 1937Wellstoodcarried out furtherexcavationsin the fiel
adjacent to the 1927 excavations. Finds from this excavationexis
but no detailedrecords,although an amendmentto the original 1927
plan suggeststhat the trench was oppositethe 'tile-kiln'and unco
more stone foundations. Later the same year Wellstoodexcavatedtb.
frcntand back gardens of 102, TiddingtonRoad,producinglarge quan
of material,althoughagain, no records survive. In 1938 work cont
on another site, whose exact location is unknown,and a well and fu
'industrial'featureswere excavated. In 1939there was another sm
excavationat 86TiddingtonRoad. Between 1939and 1979no further
excavationstook place, although occasionalfindsof Roman material
accompaniedbuildingwork along the TiddingtcnRoad.

The 1980-81Excavation(Fig. 6)

PreliminaryWork

In 1979when an applicationwas made to build offices for the
NationalFarmersUnion Mutual InsuranceSocietyon the 4ha field ad-
jacenttc the 1925-7excavations,a magnetometersurvey was carried
out by BradfordUniversitycoveringmost of the field (Aspinall,
Aspinalland Heathcote1979). This showeda high density of featur(
over the northernpart of the field dying away to the south. The rri(
prominentfeatureswere a large ditch, dividingoff the north-west
cornerof the field,and a double-ditchedtrackwayemerging from th-
enclosureto the east. In 1980 trial trencheson the site were und
takenby BUFAU and WarwickshireMuseum (Mather1980).

Aims and Methods

As a result of this work and the grantingof planning permissf
for the new building,a major excavationwas launchedwith the aims
of discoveringthe extentand plan of the settlementand the buildi
within it, decidingwhether or not it was an industrialsettlementE
of collectingsamplesof artefactualand environmentalevidence for
analysis. It was also-hopedthat the excavationwould be of more
regionalsignificancesince these 'roadsidesettlements'are a litti
understoodaspect of Roman Britain.

Since it was clearlyimpossibleto excavatethe whole threater
area, these aims were to be achieved by excavatingselectedrepreser
ative areas before buildingwork began. Initially,however, the avs
able resourcespermittedno more than furthertrial trenches. Althc
limited,these confirmedthe feature distributionsuggestedby the r
netometersurvey,despite varying depths of topsoil,and showed that
the surveywas a legitimatebasis for selectingthe areas for detail
work. Accordingto the originaldevelopmenttimetable,the north oi
the field was to remain available for investigationfor longer, so t
first four areas to be strippedwere in the southpart. One of thes-
was within the ditch where trial trenchinghad locateda stone bui1C
and three were outside,one coveringan area of rubbish pits scuth c
the trackwayand two coveringareas of fieldsystemand burials (one
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ary gullies,were confined to the northern end of the settlementarea.Presumablythey related to buildingsfurthernorth on the main roadfrontage.

The secondcentury saw an expansionof the settlement. A road-
way was laid out running out of the settlementto the east and exten-
sive rubbishpits were dug beside it, both within the settlementandoutside. In this period buildingsbegan to spread into the northernpart of the excavatedarea with the constructionof a rectangular
timberbuilding(5.5m wide x over 11m long) set in a beam trench.Other buildingswere supportedon earthfastposts and post bases.These buildingswere accompaniedby more pits and ditchesand a well.Occupationcontinuedto spread southwardsin the third century whichalso saw the periodic renewal of the post built buildingsand the dig-ging of more pits and wells. To this period prcbablyalso belong twostone built T-shaped corn driers. The northernmostof these was alignednorth-westto south-eastwith a rectangularstone-linedstoke hole tothe north-west. Its chamber was 3.4m long, 0.6m wide and 2m across thehead of the T. It may have lain within a building. The southern onewas similarlyaligned, althoughits stoke hole was unlined and its headwas cut by a later ditch. Its chamber,whose side walls projected
inwards,was 3.6m long, 0.75m wide and 2.5m across the head.

In the mid fourth centurythe settlementunderwenta major re-arrangement. A large ditch was dug around the built-uparea. This
must have had a defensivepurpose in spite of its irregularity,vary-ing in width from 3-7m and in depth from 1-2m. It may also have hadan internalbank,although no trace of one survived. The ditch ranacross the roadway,whose line within the settlementwas now obscuredby new buildings. Overlying the northern corn drier was a long, narrowtimber building(21m x 7m), set on rough post bases, with an internalpartitionand possibly a porch on its south-westside. Adjacent to
this to the north-eastwas a small square building(5.5mx 5.5m), pre-sumablytimberbuilt on a rough stone footing,with a paved floor. Tothe south was possiblyanother long building set on rough stone bases,at right angles to the other long one. Further south again was the
only stonebuilt building discovered. This was a badly robbed aisledbuilding(15mx 11m), presumablydomesticsince its plan was elaboratedwith small squareprojectingrooms on its north-eastand north-westcorners. On the eastern edge of the settlementthere were traces oftwo furtherstructures:a rough oval stone foundation,which may havesupporteda stockadeor rough building,and a rubble raft, with astone-lineddrain set into it, also presumablythe base for a building,perhaps for animals.

The Area Outsidethe Settlement


Outside the settlementvariousfragmentsof field system wereexcavated. The most obvious of these formed small paddocksaligned
on the back of the settlementand on the roadway. These containedanumber of wells,presumably for the watering of animals.
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The area outsidethe settlementalso containedburials. Thes
apparentlyconcentratedin the two southernmostexcavatedareas.
Some were located in the area between them, but many more could hal,
gone unnoticed. Another group was locatedin the westernmostpipe
back from the TiddingtonRoad and a singleburial was found face do
in the bottom of the settlementditch. In all, about thirty-fiveh
were excavated. Of these about six were cremations,half being bur
in pots. Of the inhumations,two were crouched,the rest extended.
Most of the latterwere coffin burials. Two only containedgrave g
one a bronze bracelet,the other a cold chisel-likeiron object; a
third had a coin in the grave fill and a few others were buried in
nailed footwear.

The other main use to which this area was put was rubbish dis
The area round the settlementwas dottedwith pits and about 100m e
(and downwind)of the settlementwas an extensivearea of pits, sou
of the roadwayand in use from the secondto fourth century. These
probablyoriginallydug as gravel pits, to providematerial for flo
yard and road surfaces,and then filledwith rubbish.

The Extent and Plan of the Settlement

The archaeologicaland topographicalevidencedoes seem to pe
a tentativereconstructionof the settlement. The fourth century d
althougha later feature,enclosedthe existingsettlementand giv,,
southernand easternlimit, which is confirmedby the cemetery/buri
areas immediatelyoutside. A western limit is given by the 1925-4
cemetery. If the ditch is projectedan equivalentdistancenorth o
the TiddingtonRoad, the edge of the floodplain, which would have
formeda natural limit to the settlement,is reached. It will be
noticed that where the ditch would cross the road,there is a bend i
the road of a kind commonwhere roads cross settlementboundaries.
There is another equivalentbend adjacentto the 1923-4 cemeterywh
may, therefore,representa western entranceto the settlement. Th
suggeststhat the settlementmay have been roughly rectangularand
coveredan area of c.22ha. The main problemwith this hypothesis
the 1925 cemeterywhich thus appears to lie within the settlement.
However,the 'headless'burial suggeststhat this cemetery was very
late and may thereforehave been in use when this part of the settl,
ment had already been abandoned.

The alignmentof featureswithin the excavatedpart of the set
lementalso seems to supportthe theoryabout its plan. All the mai
boundaryditchesand buildingsare alignednorth-west/south-east,at
right angles to the TiddingtonRoad west of the bend. This also suE
gests that the propertydivisionswithin the settlementgenerallyrt
back at right angles to the main road. This pattern may have been
complicatedby the laying out of the road to the east, since some fE
ures appear to run parallelto that, but the fourth century rearranE
ment seems to have reimposedthis rectilineararrangement.



The Economyof the Settlement

The economyof the settlementappears to be based on mixed agri-
culture. Includingthat excavatedin 1927, threecorn driers are
known within the settlement,and the paddockswith wells, the buildingwith the drain and the possible stockade suggestthe keeping of animals.
There was no sign of large-scaleindustry. Althoughquite large quan-
titiesof slag were found among the general domesticrubbish, this
appearsto be smithingslag only. The small quartityof tile found is
not consistantwith tile making close by and therewas no trace of
lead working. Activitiesfor which evidencewas found include small-
scalebone and antler working, spinningand weaving,and bronze working,althoughthis last was probablyno more than waste left by an itinerant
bronze-smith.

The buildingsof the settlementseemed to be mostly of timber.
The only one of stone excavatedin 1980-1was the aisled building; this
probablybelongedto the same complex as that excavatedin 1927. The
buildingswere probably generallythatched:relativelysmall quantities
of tile were recovered. However,the occasionalbox tile fragment
probablysuggeststhe presenceof a more substantialbuilding else-
where in the settlement. Two architecturalfragments,a crude column
base and a rough moulded plinth, were also foundreused aE rubble.

The findsgenerallyreflecteda middle level of prosperity. There
were no outstandinglyrich objects,althougha good collectionof broochesand bronzeimplementswas recovered. The numberof coins found (c.65)
was not enormous,but a few imported luxurieswere present. The querns
were mostly local, from the Kenilworth/Coventryarea, but includeda
few lava querns importedfrom North Germany. Samian representedvery
roughly5% of the total potteryand there were small quantitiesof
other importedwares, Lezoux, St.Remy and Rhenish. Thus while the
economiclevel is less than that in towns like Alcester,it is higher
than that of the rural settlementssuch as at Waspertonwhere the finds
of coins,bronze work and glass are less and those of imported luxuries
so far absent.

FUrtherWork

Post-excavationwork is proceedingon the material from the 1980-1excavation. It is also hoped that the reportwill include some account
of the earlierunpublishedexcavationsand the finds from them. Per-
missionhas recentlybeen granted for developmentof another site withinthe settlementimmediatelynorth of the TiddingtonRoad. It is to be
hoped that excavationwill be possible since it would enable examination
of a large centralarea of the settlementinterior;it would also coverthe buildingsalong the road frontage,the one elementin the settle-
ment plan missing from the 1980-1 excavation,and would provide more
Informationon the first centuryoccupation,confinedto the north end
of the 1980-1excavation.
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The Arrow Valley Project: •
An archwological survey

by Della Hooke, Universityof Birmingham

(Landscapehistory of the Arrow Valley SP 0862)

Field surveywork in the Arrow Valleyarea of west Warwick-
shire has now covereda sufficientlywide area for a number of ob-
servationsto be made concerningboth the value of the survey methods
used and the nature of landscapedevelopmentin the area. To date
four individualparish studieshave been completed,covering an area
of some 43 square kilometres. Complete parish studies cover the
parishesof Oldberrow,Morton Bagot, Studleyand Spernall, lying in
the north of the studyarea, and work is now progressingin the par-
ishes of Coughton, Sambourneand Kinwarton,parishes which lie to the
north of Alcester. The work has been in progresssince 1978 and
combines a thoroughdocumentarysurvey with detailedfield study,
while related sources of evidencesuch as earlymaps, air photographs,
place-names etc. are also investigated. Althoughthe study is no
longer able to enjoy the backing of the Departmentof the Environment
the field work continues to involveExtramuralclass students and a
close association is maintainedwith Warwick CountyMuseum.

The Study Area (fig. 7)

The River Arrow rises in north-eastWorcestershire,its head-
waters draining the TriassicSandstoneswhich fringe the Birmingham
Plateau. For most of its course it flows over the heavy clay lands
of the Keuper Marls but throughan area in which interbedded sand-
stonesgive rise to varied relief. To the west a southward pointing
gpur of the South-Western Plateau Fringe forms the western watershed,
much of it rising to 300-400 feet. The countyboundary separatingWorcestershireand Warwickshire follows this spur for part of its
course. To the north-east the land rises steadilytowards the Soli-hull Plateau, part of the extensiveArden Upland area of north-westWarwickshire, where again patches of upland rise above 400 feet inheight. The eastern uplandsare broken by the valley of the RiverAlne, which joins the Arrow at Alcester, but high land again liesbetween the Alne and the Avon in the south-eastof the region.Here a relatively pronouncednorth-westfacing scarp occurs whereLower Lias clays overlie a narrow band of RhaeticBeds and TeaGreen Marls. Beyond Alcester the River Arrow flows on for a furthersix miles or so before its confluencewith the River Avon at CleevePrior and in the south of the region depositsof river terrace gravelsare extensive.

That part of the Arrow valley in Warwickshireforms a clearlydefined topographical region. Bounded to the west, north and eastby high land, it lies open to the south. Here the river meets the
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main streamof the Avon, flowing across central Warwickshire and
southern Worcestershire towards its confluence with the River Severn.

Historically, the valley of the Arrow lay between the heavily
wooded areas of Feckenham and Arden. The royal forest of Feckenhamin 1300 extended from Worcestershire into Warwickshire, its easternboundary formed by the River Arrow itself. Arden was never a royalforest but the evidence of place-names and early deeds confirms thewell-wooded nature of the area. Early settlement is at present mostin evidence in the south of the area and development appears tohave extended northwards along the Arrow Valley into the wooded areasof the Arden foothills. Alcester was to develop as an urban centrein the Roman period and the Roman Ryknield Street followed the valleynorthwards, crossing the Avon at Bidford. Romano-British settlementsites appear to have been concentrated upon the river gravels in thesouth of the region, but only further work will indicate whether thefeatures known at present represent a true picture of the earlysettlementpattern.

SurveyMethods

As the study is based upon both detailed documentary researchand fieldinvestigation it is possible to make an evaluation of therelativevalue of these methods in contributing to an understandingof the landscape development (fig. 8). While source materials obv-iously vary in their availablity from area to area, it will be interes-ting to compare the results of this survey with similar ones beingcarriedout elsewhere(Bond 1979).

In spite of a field-by-field study, little additional infor-mation has so far been forthcoming about the prehistoric settlementpatternof the area. Possible barrow sites, a site which appearsto have been fortified in Iron Age times at Beoley, flints notedin Ipsleyparish and several sites suggested by cropmarks, suggestsome early settlementupon the southern fringes of the BirminghamPlateau,but field work has produced no further evidence. Known Romansites occur along the gravel terraces of the Arrow where they have beendetectedby aerial photography and it appears that evidence of pre-.Roman and even Roman activity in the parishes examined so far is onlylikely to come to light through below-ground activity. Pottery scatterhas not produceda great deal of additional evidence and one suspectsthat the early levelsmay be well beneath the soil disturbed by suc-cessive ploughings,buried beneath layers representing both riveralluviumand natural soil-creep. On the northern watershed, wood-land clearancein the early and later medieval periods may have con-tributed towards excessivesoil-wash and the River Arrow has beennotoriouslyprone to flooding throughout the historical period.Althoughit has been deepened in recent years and its banks artifi-cially strengthened,it is still often unable to cope with the amountof run- off it must carry, especially since the construction of RedditchNew Town further upstream. Even sites suspected from cropmark evidenceto have been Romano-British farmstead complexes have produced nothing
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more than small numbers of RB sherds. The only exception noted so
far is a site in Sambourne where flue tiles and sherds of coarse pottery
have been found in abundance. This lies upon a natural rise beside the
Arrow where alluvium has not accumulated to the same degree as elsewhere
and where regular ploughing is obviously reaching the foundations of a
substantial Romano-British farmstead. Reports from "treasure seekers"
using metal detectors in the north of the area suggest that many more
sites may exist but it is unlikely that these will be found by field-
walking. The survey has, however, succeeded in alerting landowners to
the value of historical and archaeological evidence and to the need to
report future finds to the county museum. In this area many fields
are ploughed in the autumn for the sowing of autumn grain and it is
only possible to cover a small area in the relatively short time avai-
lable. Sherds of post-medieval pottery are found scattered at random
throughout the area and can only be considered indicative of actual
settlement if found in association with roof tiles or other similar
building debris.

Most of the earthwork sites known so far date from the medieval
and post-medieval periods. Much of the northern area remains under
permanent grassland and many of the sites have escaped destruction
because they lie in valley-bottom fields used as grazing land for cat-
tle. Notable examples include a priory site in Spernall, the original
site of Cookhill Priory, and the site of Spernall deserted medieval
village. A number of valuable earthwork sites have been lost in recent
years because farmers were not aware of their importance or identity.
Sites lost in this way include a fishpond complex in Spernall and the
foundationearthworks of a priory in Studley, but it is hoped that the
interestaroused by the survey may help to ensure the survival of
similarsites in future. Measured surveys have systematically been
producedof all significant surviving earthworks. These include major
villagesites, one priory site and numerous features of other types,
includingfishponds, mill sites, boundary earthworks, moated farm-
steads and minor settlement sites. Where relevant, plans are pro-
duced at a scale of 1:500, olthough several large sites have been
recordedat a scale of 1:1000 in order to portray earthworks extending
over a wide area. Field work has resulted in the recovery of the med-
ieval road pattern and the recognition of numerous settlement and
industrialsites which have failed to survive to the present day.
Survivingfeatures and buildings have not, however, been neglected and
measureddrawings have been made of many of the older or more important
standingbuildings,including a number of farm buildings whose future
survivalin their present form cannot be guaranteed.

Perhaps the greatest contribution of field work, however, is
that it permits a more thorough understanding to be obtained of the
generalnature of the region and enables an investigation to be made
of the relationship of settlement and land use to the natural terrain.
How was the location of manorial nuclei influenced by access to water,routewaysetc? How did factors of slope and soil-type affect the
lay-outof arable land, woodland and waste? What factors were influ-
ential in determining the boundaries of an individual community?

KINWARTON
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Questions such as these are fundamental to a study of the landscap
development of the area.

To be of value fieldwork must be accompanied by a survey
documentaryand cartographicevidence,particularly, in the first
instance, the latter. Within the study area 19th century tithe ma
gave a complete coverage of the settlement and road pattern of the
period for Oldberrow and Studley and were an invaluable source of
name evidence. The Inclosure Awards available for Morton Bagot ap
Studley filled in details of limited areas earlier in the century
estate maps of varying dates also provided comparative material.
Particularly fine maps survive for the Throckmorton estates of Sp:
and Coughton, the earliest dating from the late 17th century and a
fine series of eatate maps is available for the parish of Kinwartc
(Slater and Bartley 1981). Additional information of value has be
obtained from a number of county maps such as the Yates' map of 17
the Greenwood map of 1822 and the 5rd edition one-inch map produce
by Henry Beighton in 1750. The earliest Ordnance survey maps whic
have proved most useful are the field-sheets, the reprints of the
edition one-inch map (based on editions of the 1850's) and the 1st
edition six-inch (1880's). On many occasions map evidence has be€,
available to confirm the nature of a site discovered by field work
and examples include an 18th century iron-working site found in Mc
Bagot and a mumber of mill sites where the surviving field evidenc
was not entirely clear. Other sites have been located from the me
indirect evidence of changing field boundaries and converging foot
noted from the cartographic sources. Air photographs have been fe

' to be less useful in identifying post-medieval sites apart from sh
signs of ridge and furrow cultivation, largely because earthworks i
often been obscured by vegetation growth. Where available, the ph
graphs from the Cambridge archives taken by St. Joseph have given
excellent coverage of a number of previously-known sites. Photogr:
coverage of this area is still limited and the advantages offered
aerial photography cannot yet be fully exploited.

A thorough perusal of the documentary sources is a time-ccr,
pursuit and the relevant documents for this area are now found in
number of different record offices and libraries. Although numerot
documentary sources have been consulted in the present study, both
published and manuscript form, it may be useful to note those whici
have been found to contain the most useful topographic evidence fm
landscape study. Amongst published sources, the ecclesiastical te:-
readily available in the volumes of the Dugdale Society often refei
holdings of glebe land within a parish and may indicate the nature
the post-medieval field pattern. Many of the more relevant source.
of course, listed in the VictoriaCounty Histories,which also on c
asions quote details from documents in private collections or in t'
Public Record Office in London which are not so easily examined. 1
of the more relevant material has, however, been found in estate dE
and manorial records, much of it preserved in the archives of the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust at Stratford-upon-Avon. The Warwick
manuscripts have also been of use. Pre-Tudor deeds often give tant
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alising details of messuages and fields which are very difficult or

impossible to identify today but indicate the danger of assuming the

antiquity of the patterns of land use which can be reconstructed from

later medieval evidence. Manor4a1 records such as court rolls, where

they exist, are a joy to read, often providing not only detailed

terriersof lands and tenants at intervals throughout the historical

period but insight into the organisation of agricultural life on the

late medieval and post-Tudor manor. Further details of this nature

may be gleaned from Quarter Sessions Records. Estate deeds vary

enormouslyin the quality and quantity of information they contain.

It has been possible, for instance, to trace the growth of oE=tate

and the consolidation of holdings over much of the parish of Studley

but such an exercise will not contribute greatly to the recognition

of new field sites. Early histories and directories may contain

material which could not have been obtained from any other source

and may note 18th or 19th-century discoveries the details of which

have not been published elsewhere. It is, for instance, a directory

of 1874 for Morton Bagot which records the discovery of 24 human

skeletonsfound some 40 years previously. Detailed 19th-century census

returnspermit an investigation of settlement at that time when used

in conjunction with map evidence.

One rarely feels satisfied with the thoroughness of the docu-

mentary work carried out, but the amount of time and effort which can

be expended on this will depend upon the aim.7of the individual survey.

In any case it is important to retain a balance between detailed

researchwork of this nature, the amount of field work undertaken and

the time spent upon collating material and publishing results. Owing

to the numbers of skilled and willing participants involved in the

..1(
present study it is hoped that all sources of evidence heve received

,a due share of attention. No study can be cenideced complete, however,

until the results have been published in some form and made available

to other workers in the subject. As an interim offering the following

additionalobservations may be useful.

Work undertaken so far has confirmed the effectiveness of com-

bining documentary and field investigation in any local landscape

study, and it is quite obvious that neither would have been adequate

alone. Excluding reference to the road or field pattern and to un-

verified place-name sites, the number of sites(as opposed to present-

day features)recognised since the survey began has increased by some

71%. Obviously these vary in importance but of 74 major new sites

Aoted 31 were notable sites of former settlement and others included

mill-sites and substantial boundary banks. Of these 52 were located
as a result of documentary or cartographic research and only 22 through
fieldwork alone. However, 42 of those suggested by maps and doc-
uments could have been located by their surviving field remains had

. no other evidence been available. When known sites are included in
the list 74% of the total number are found to have been recorded in

some written document, while 60% still shu,:edsurface indication of
their existence. Only 24% were known only from field evidence.
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The majority of sites may be classified under several c
headings: Settlementsites:moated sites, manorial sites, mona
granges, deserted medieval villages, hamlets or individual set
sites, Romano-British (or earlier) sites; Other archaeologica 
features:barrows, early defensive sites, cemeteries; Other e 
work features:fishponds, other ponds, industrial sites, inclu
mills, Park boundaries, boundary banks, woodland enclosures, 1
use features such as ridge and furrow, field evidence of the e
road network, hollow ways etc. These form only convenient grc
which will need adaptation as the evidence accumulates. The r
nition of lost sites is after all only a small part of any lao
survey, which must take into account present-day settlement an
munication patterns and note the relevance of individual featu
within the total landscape. Evidence of change within the laa
is of course very often more noticeable than evidence of cont
of land use.

Settlementsites

Each eatate in this area supported a manorial centre, u,
in close association with the parish church. Many of the manw
sites were moated as at Studley, Mappleborough (in Studley pari
Morton Bagot and Oldberrow. Two of these, the moated site nea,
Farm in Morton Bagot and Studley Old Castle, were apparently
in the early medieval period, the moat at Church Farm resembliJ
ring motte rather than a motte and bailey-type castle. Moats
associated with holdings which were to become later sub-manors.
Netherstead in Morton Bagot, Wick in Coughton and Studley Hay
the moat possibly considered a sign of status. The two priory
known may also have been moated, the earthwork features survivi
the original site of Cookhill Priory in Studley parish. Few m,_
vive in their entirety, the best preserved being undoubtedly -L
motte at Morton Bagot. A pool has been cut into one side and
earthen dam constructed, while a causeway has also been built
the moat to allow access, but the earthworks of the banks and s
are still impressive, despite some silting of the latter. Oni_
sides of the moat survive at Oldberrow Court in Oldberrow, Neti
in Morton Bagot and Moat House Farm in Studley. Both square al-
shaped moats have been noted, perhaps indicatig a different da
origin.

Although the manorial centre was often to be replaced by
farmstead by the late Tudor period, sometimes with an associatc
of smaller cottages, no sign of any sizeable village nucleus ha
found in the northern parishes from either documentary or field
evidence. The dominant settlement pattern remained one of isol
farmsteads often occupied by substantial yeoman farmers. Sever
hamlets appear to have developed beyond the original manorial r
especially in Studley, where they included the hamlets of Haye,
and Hardwick, the two former recorded by the 14th century. Nun,
other hamlet communities developed as squatter settlements besi
of roadside waste and more extensive areas of common, often hou
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D- poorermembers of the community. Many of the cottages were indeed er-
t. ected in the 18thand I9th centuries to house the parish poor. Examples
lent include settlementsaround Morton Common in Morton Bagot and Mapple-

boroughGreen in Studley. While depopulationhas been most in evidence
-th- in such squattercommunitiessome becamethe nuclei of 19th century
Lit artisan settlementsassociatedwith the growthof the needle industry

in Studley. A new settlementfocus had developedin Studley by the
-lier medievalperiod,establishedalongside the RyknieldStreet in the vic-

ts

inity of the Augustinianpriory, but the growthof Studley town was
largelya 19th centuryphenomena, associatedwith mechanisationin the

3 pe needle industryand the developmentof associatedtrades. Today ext-
com- ensive industrialand residentialdevelopmentcharacterisesthe western

;11 New Town.
sectionof Studleyparish, part of which has been taken into Redditch

pe
 

Luity
Villagenuclei can be identifiedin the south of the area and

sumost parishesappear to have pported at least one such community.
Althoughdepopulationis known to have affectedSpernall by the 14-th

Il
century some semblanceof a village surviveduntil the late 17th cent-
ury,its earthworkspreservedbeside the River Arrow. A secondhamlet
clusterin the east of the parish surviveduntil the same date. In

h), Coughton field work has failed to locate the site of the presumedham-

Irchlet of Wick (if any hamlet nucleus did in fact exist) but has identifiedied two desertedvillagesites in the east of the parish, one on the east
a bank of the Arrow which was probably the earliestsettlementnucleus in

I

lso themanor and a secondnear the present village,again beside the Ryk-
at nield Street. In Kinwartona village formerlylay around the church

rectoryand survivingfarm. Outlying farmsteadswere also a featureof
the southernparishes,although many of them were to be establishedat
a relativelylate date, those in Kinwartonpost-datingenclosurein

sur- '1803.
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Medieval Moated Sites
in Shropshire

by Michael D. Watson, ShropshireSites and Monuments Record

This report is the result of a survey of the medieval moated sites of
Shropshireundertakenby the author as part of the ShropshireSites and
Monuments Record,during the winter of 1980/81. The principalaim of
the surveywas to provide an up to date record of the surface evidence
of each moat to ascertainthe extent of damage or destructionwhich has
occurred since they were last surveyed, and to assess any future
threats. Furthermore,a detailed field survey of each moat was
necessary in the event of their being damaged or destroyedprior to any
further investigationbeing carried out. For these reasons it was

Aecided that the projectwould take the form principallyof a field
survey, with documentaryresearch being limited only to certain

lceecondarysourcesrelating to known sites.

This is in fact the first comprehensivesurvey of every moated site in
Shropshireto be undertaken,and its results have certainlybeen
vOrthwhile. For apart from the aims outlined above it has also enabled
the eliminationof sites once thought of as moats but which are really
of a differentcharactere.g. mottes, dams, ponds, post-medievalgarden
features,etc. Moreover, the revised list of moats and their
associatedfeatureshas now provided a much needed basis for more
detailed studiesof such things as their density, distributionand
morphology,and these various aspects will be discussed in this report.

PART A: FIELD EVIDENCE


In 1978 when the last gazeteer of moated sites in Shropshirewas drawn
up there were 114 known sites, 8 of which were dubious. (Burrow,1978).

, The revisedlist resultingfrom the present survey reads as follows:-

DefiniteMoats: 104
Dubious Moats (where field and 11
documentaryevidence is uncertain):

RejectedMoats: 11

!Milsmakes a total of 115 known sites, 97 of which have
lemains. A number of new sites have been located since
Mason for the total of sites only increasingby one is
moatshave since been rejected, not only those regarded
also sites once thought to be certain moats.

upstanding
1978 and the
that many more
as dubious but

LOCATION

A
Definite Moats Dubious Moats

114 In village,near its centre
In village,near its edge
In desertedvillage site
Isolated

	

16 4
13

	

4 1

	

69 8
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The majority of moated sites in Shropshire,67%, are located ir
isolatedpositions i.e. at least half a mile away from a settle
parish church. This concentrationof the isolatedmoat is cow
all the counties of the West Midlands (Roberts,1962), and is g
seen as being a reflectionof the medievalassarting process.
it would be dangerous to automaticallyassume that if a moat is
isolated then it representsthe home of a mnall independentcol
landowner,for manorial moats too can be situated in isolated p
Nevertheless,in Shropshireit does appear that the isolated mo
a meaningful relationshipwith assarting,and this will be disc
more fully later. Conversely, not all moated sites associated
settlementsare of manorial status, althoughin Shropshire the
of known manorial moats are so located.

When recordingnon-isolatedmoated sites it is important to not
exact siting within the settlement i.e. whether central or peri
to it, as this can often provide clues to the migration of mane
sites and village growth and movement. A good example of this
Acton Burnell, where the now destroyed manorialmoat (SJ529021)
sited at the present village edge. The peripheralsiting appea
the result of the constructionc.1284 of Acton Burnell Castle a
new manorial site c.500m. further east. In effect this transfe
the manorial centre caused the village to mOve with it, as this
formerlyin the vicinity of the now abandonedmoat.

However, if meaningful conclusions are to be drawn about the lo'
of moated sites it is essential that documentaryresearch be car
out as well, for only when the physical and organisationalaspe
moats are studied together can we expect to truly understand th
topographicalrelationships.

SITING





A




In valley bottom 11 3

 On level or gently sloping ground 76 7

 On hillside 2 0

 In elevated position on hilltop, 13 3

ridge or spur

Level or gently sloping ground provides by far the most common s
accountingfor 72% of the total. The majorityof these appear t
originallybeen fed by rain-water, springsand seepage and tend
locatedin ill-drainedareas which would be condusive to water
retention. But it is not uncommon to find them utilizing adjace
streams as a source of water supply.

Only 12% are sited in valley bottoms, and in each case they lie
close to streams or rivers, the island being just a few feet abo
stream level. They are usually fed by divertingwater from the
directlyinto the moat, the overflow then being returned to the
stream. The best example is at Westhope (S0466859)where the st
itself forms one arm of the moat while an outer bank extends acr
course to act as a dam bank, the stream also serves as a feeder
adjacentfishpond.

36
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Perhaps surprisinglythere are more moats sited in an elevated position
on hilltops,ridges and spurs than are sited in valley bottoms. But
despite their elevatedpositions these too are usually situated to take
advantageof impervioussoils, existing spring lines, and water
courses. The fact that these moats were indeed intendedto hold water
is emphasisedby those moats at Sheinton (SJ623018)and Aston Rogers
(SJ342065),both sited on ridge tops, whose moats were used as
millpools for watermills sited below the moats at the foot of the
ridges. It is interestingtoo to note that over half of the elevated
positionedmoats are of manorial status and we may be seeing here an
,example of status and wealth overcoming the limitationsof topography.

A

Rectangular/Square 81

Circular/Oval 11
Triangular 1

Concentric
Miscellaneous

Z. Fragmentarysurvival

,Jaaple rectangularor square moats
,raccounting for 83% of the total of
7:letermined. 11 moats are circular
Stanwardine(SJ427276)is the only

1-sheped moat in the county.

-A11 but two of the moats are simple single island enclosuressurrounded
by a ditch, the two exceptionsbeing the concentricmoated sites at
Court House (S0517948)and Northwood Hall (SJ493310). Both these sites
aye a central rectangularisland surroundedby a much larger ditched
ter enclosure,within which lie fishponds and various other
earures. Double island moats are totally absent.

ropshiremoats appear to be just as limited in size as in shape, for
1 but five of those whose original size can be accuratelyestimated
eve islandsoccupying 1 acre or less. Of the exceptionsnot one

exceeds 2 acres in size. However, many moats have been subject to
Modificationboth in medieval and more recent times, so their present
shape and size is not necessarilythe same as their originalform.

e size of moat ditches varies greatly but in Shropshirethey tend to
averagebetween 6 and 10m. in width. Those which are exceptionally
vide or narrow can often be shown to be the result of later alteration,
as for exampleat Brand Hall (SJ692383)where the moat is only 4m.
vide, and this is almost certainly the result of 18th and 19th century
narrowingwhen the moat became a formalisedgarden. Others such as
Petton (SJ443265)have partial widening of their moat arms due to
recentsand and gravel extraction. However, some moats have very wide
'iditcheswhich are clearly original, the best and most extreme example
-beingat Cheswardine(SJ718300)where the ditch averagesover 20m. in
width. Documentarysources also attest to the widening of moat ditches

2
2
4

4
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far outnumber any other type,
those whose morphologycan be
or oval in shape, and one site
representativeof a triangular



38
during the medieval period, for we have a reference to the wid
the moat at Moat House, Longnor (SJ493002)by 12 feet sometim
1291 and 1298 (VCH Shropshire,VIII).

Ditch size also seems related to topography,and this is best
illustratedat ShawburyMoat (SJ560211)which is sited on slop
ground, and whose downslope ditch is much wider and deeper tha
rest. This is repeatedat many similar sited moats and is pro
explainedby the downslope ditch here acting as a dam for hold
the water.

Original ditch depth and profile is often more difficult to de
due to silting and dredging, and only excavationcan really an
these questions. The sectioning of the moat at Leigh Hall (SJ
showed it to have been c.2m. deep (Burrow,1979) and this appe
an average ditch depth for moated sites, althougha few Shrops
moats such as Cheswardineand SyllenhurstFarm (SJ725427)are
as 4m. deep to their present silt level.

Evidencefor stone revetments lining the inner or both sides o
ditch can be traced at 11 sites. These vary from a few surviv
courses of rubble masonry along one moat arm as at IghtfieldH
(SJ599393),to a completelypreserved ditch lining of ashlar m
good examples of which are at Ludstone Hall (S0800945)and Moa
Stapleton (SJ457035). It is quite certain that originallyman
moats had such revetmentswhich have subsequentlydecayed or b
robbed for their stone, and only proper excavationwould deter
their former existence.

A similar problem of survival is encounteredwhen looking at o
access to moats, as this was fundamentalto every moated site.
Evidence of some form of access remains at 40 sites, and by fa
most common is that of a causeway across the moat ditch, usual
form of a simple flat embankment between 2 and 5m. in width, t
occasionallywtder. At Court House and Hadnall (SJ522198)tra
paving can still be seen along these causewaycrossings. Howe
would be dangerous to assume that all these causeways are
original for some clearly post—date the abandonmentof the sit
others merely representinfilling of the ditch, again excavati'
be necessary to determine their true nature.

Evidence for bridge structures across moats is even more tenta-
the absence of excavation. In fact only four moats have physi,
remains,the most impressive.beingat AlbrightHussey (SJ50217
the double spanned bridge crossing the moat is clearly medieva
lower courses and contemporarywith the ditch revetment. Exca-
however,has supplied information on two more bridges, each of
being of timber. At Acton Burnell and ShackerleyMound (SJ811(
remains of large and elaborate timber bridge structureswere
one at Shackerleypossibly having once formedthe base for an :
timber gatehouse as at Lower BrockhamptonHall, Herefordshire.

BANKS,DAMS AND LEATS


It is quite common to find banks edging the moat ditch around
the internal or externalperimeters or even both. 30% of the r
sites have these features,although the majorityof these are c
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BUILDINGS




A




a. Medieval buildings 6 6b. 16th to 17th century buildings 17 3c. Later buildings 24 2d. No buildings 54 3

Of the total of known moats in Shropshire50% have or are knohad buildingson their interiors. Only 11 of these contain smedieval structuresand these vary in size and preservationflengths of walling as at Charlton Castle and Leigh Hall to co'cruck built halls such as is to be found at Moat House, Longn,addition to Longnor substantial timber built medieval housesat Aston Rogers, Crudgington (SJ629177),WhalleybourneFarm (and WycherleyHall (SJ418272),while only recently a fine medtimber hall was demolished at Padmore (S0463794). Apart fromruined remains at Charlton Castle and Leigh Hall more substandomestic buildingsof medieval date are confined to Apley Cas(SJ655132)and Silvington (S0620798). It is interestingto 11(that all of these stone built structuresare of manorial stattthere may well be here a correlationbetween building traditicsocial status. However, only a detailed survey of buildingsmoated sites could really answer this, for at present the samIsuch medieval buildings is too small to make valid assessmentsalmost certainlymany more do exist hidden by later post-medierebuildsand facades.

ASSOCIATEDFEATURES


Apart from dams and leats which are an integral part of the fua moat, there are also other external featureswhich though noessential to its maintenance are neverthelessclosely associatit. The most common of these is the Fishpond. 24 Shropshirehave or once had fishponds attached to them, these usually beisingle rectangularshaped pond separate from but closely adjacthe moat. Others can be more elaborateconsisting of a seriesinterconnectedponds, a good example of which is at Little Wes'(S0296987)with three such ponds. But the most impressivepoll(is at the moated ecclesiasticalcollege at BattlefieldsnearShrewsbury,here, one third of the moated enclosure is given oN,pond complex of 5 ponds each connected and containing small is,Similar ponds have been noted at other ecclesiasticalsites, acinstance at Bishop'sPalace, Alvechurch,Worcestershire (Bond.

Not all these ponds were necessarily solely for the purpose ofkeeping,some may in fact have doubled up as millponds. For exRomsley where sited c.180m. from the moat is a complicatedsystfishpondsset astride a stream course and which appear to haveadapted for use as dams for a watermill. At three sites thereattached lake features, the simplest form being a large extensithe moat into a wide mere as at SyllenhurstFarm and LudstoneBut the most impressiveis to be found at Court House where annow dry lake covering c.6 acres adjoins onto the outer enclosurconcentricmoat.
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A11 but two of the moats are simple single islandmoats, but at six
'sitesthere are additionalattached enclosuresor annexes bounded by
smallbanks, ditches and scarps. Such an arrangementis best seen at
AstonBotterell (S0631841)where two conjoinedenclosuresdefined by
scarpsand low banks lie attached to the south and west sides of the
moat. Partiallyditched associatedenclosuresexist at Langley Hall
(S.7540002)and Park Hall Farm (S0563773),the latterhaving a possible
bridgeor causeway across its ditch. These enclosuresmay once have
lad various structureswithin them though no trace of these now remain
:atany of the Shropshire examples. However, externalassociated

.'structureswere not necessarilyalways within adjacent enclosures, and
indeedat four moats we do have building platformslying just outside
the confinesof the moat, these are perhaps the remains of domestic or
'agriculturalbuildings. At Langley Hall a whole series of these
'emternalplatforns can be traced though it is possible that they may
epresentthe remains of a deserted settlement. In fact it is not
ommonto find moats associatedwith the earthworksof adjacent

desertedsettlements,even though the latter are not a strictly
ctionalpart of the moat. Nevertheless,a detailed investigationof
eir inter-relationshipwould certainly repay dividends, and in
ropshirewe have particularlygood examples at Upton Cressett and
Ath (S0557856).

ly mention must be made of ridge and furrow and its relationship
th moated sites. 21 moats, 18% of the total, are closely associated

- ridgeand furrow, and in most cases it lies around the perimeter
the sitedirectly abutting onto the moat ditch. The importanceof
ii is that it shows where contemporaryarable land lay in relation to
siDats.At five sites, Battlefield,Wollerton,Whixall, Moat House,
nOr and Lower Grounds Farm, the ridge and furrow actually overlies
moatitself, thus showing the abandonmentof these sites and their
orporationinto the local field system.

PART B: DISTRIBUTIONAND SIGNIFICANCE


.rdmrto make any meaningfulstudy of the distributionof the moated
W. in Shropshireit is essentialto consider them against two

, teitict backgrounds. Firstly, topographical,their relationshipwith
reliefand geology of the region, and secondly,historical, how
relateto settlements,manors, churches, tenurialboundaries, etc.

logicallyShropshire is a county of great contrastand division.
Majordivision being between the northern plains and the southern
la and dales, for which the River Severn acts as a barrier between
tMo. To the north of the Severn the Shropshireplain is made up of
ter sandstonesand Keuper marls overlain by a thick deposit of
der clay giving rise to an undulating plain of 60-90m. above sea
1. Towards the north are meres and marshy land where water is held

the impermeablesands and clays. It is on this northern plain that
densestconcentrationof moated sites lies, 47% of the total
er of moats being located in this region.

the mid-Severn valley lies the carboniferouscoal measures. In
vicinityof Shrewsburythese are overlain by boulder clay and
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correspondinglyhere too we find a small concentrationof moats.group extends south west along the valley of the Rea Brook where
are sited along the sides of the valley which cuts deeply thoughhills.

To the south east beyond the Severn is the eastern sandstoneplawhich once originallyformed the ancient Forests of Morfe and Wyhere we tend to find moats located in small clusters rather thangeneral spread.

The region to the south and west of the Severn has two basic
landscapes. Firstly, there is the highland areas of south centrShropshire,Which are a succession of high moorlands, plateaux aescarpmentsdissectedby long wide fertile valleys. In this reg-moats are much scarcer and tend to be sited in the valley bottom,the extreme south west of the county is the steep dissected sand.plateau,of the old Clun Forest, and from here moats are complete'absent.

The second and final region of South Shropshireis that of the CHills which covers the very south of the county. These form anundulating sandstoneplateau capped by basalt. Once again moats
not common here but where present tend to encircle the lower reacthe plateau along its east, west and south sides.

When it comes to relief the distributionpattern becomes much cicFor 67% of Shropshiremoats lie between the 200' and 400' contour
further 23% are to be found between 400' and 600', while only 67between the 600' and 800' mark. Of the remainingmoats two are
below 200' and just one above 800'. It can be seen therefore,tlmajority of moats are located between 200' and 400', and this patis parallelledin many other counties. With the exception of a
few in the south of the county all these low altitude moats aresituated on the low lying ill drained northern plain, where in fadensest concentrationof moats is to be found, and where only thrsited above the 400' contour. On first reflection it thus appearthe distributionof moats in Shropshireis purely a response to rand geology, with low lying ill drained land being the prerequisiHowever, it would be dangerous to rely solely on topographicalevidence, for when we study the historical evidence as well it beclear that there may be additional reasons for their apparent
distribution.

It has long been appreciated,particularlyin the West Midlands,moated sites tend to be concentratedin areas which were formerlyforested regions,and that these probably reflect medieval assartfarms establishedwithin these wooded areas at the time of theirpiecemealclearanceduring the economic expansion of the 13th andcenturies (Roberts,1962). Significantlythese assart moats areusually found to be isolated, that is not within contemporarymed
settlements.

In the medievalperiod Shropshire appears to have been well coverwoodland and forest areas, particularlysouth Shropshire,where 1extensive Royal Forests (Rowley, 1972). It is quite likely too tthe boulder clays of the North Shropshireplain also supportedsolwoodland, and althoughnot as extensiveas in the south there wou



neverthelesshave been large areas of ill drainedmarsh and heath

Ay centuries. Therefore, if we are to accept that isolated moats tend to

is marginal land open to the assarting process of the 13th and 14th

1 t
representassarts then we should expect to find a fairly even spreadhroughoutthe county. In reality though the opposite is the case. In

northShropshire72% of all moats are isolatedas compared to only 44%
a in southShropshire. Clearly there must be some reason for this

tnddifference in distributionand perhaps the answer may lie in thetenurialand social arrangementsof the period.
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In Shropshirethere appears to be a distinct correlationbetween
mon-manorialmoated sites and dense concentrationsof moats. For
instancein north Shropshirewhere the greatestconcentrationof moats
liesonly 19% are known to be manorial, whereas in the south they make
up 40% of the total. What may be happening here is a tighter manorial
controlover assarting in the south of the county, the majority here
beingundertakenas part of the demesne rather than that of individual
freeholdcolonisersas on the northern plain. However, we do know that
largescale assartingwas taking place in south Shropshire throughout

.the medievalperiod, much of which appears to have been under monastic
nfluence(Rowley,1972), and it could be that these monastic estates

'Alsoexerciseda tight control over the colonisingprocess by
reeholders.It is interesting to note too that a moat associated with
'Mastic grange is exceptional in Shropshire,(Barker and Pagett,
958). Indeed of the five moats with ecclesiasticalconnections, four
GOA:matedin North Shropshire,and only one is a grange. Therefore,
*naivemonastic assarting in South Shropshireis not going to be
fleetedin dense clusters of moats as it probablywould under secular
/dance.

or"example,none of the manorial moats of south Shropshire are low
ying,all are sited between 400' and 800' and mostly within medieval
t lements. This seems to suggest that manorialmoats are here being

regardlessof relief in the central places of their landed
tpeand bejng moated as a reflectionof their seignorial status.
expenseof moat constructionin such a settingwas obviously
ardedas worthwhile in order to emphasise their social position.
p it could be that the expense of moat constructionin South
shirewhere the relief and geology is not so condusive to their

might well account for the reductionin the moated assart
eadsof the lower classes of freehold coloniser,the majority of
remainingun-moated. Conversely, the seignoriallandownerswould

.no such financial obstruction,thereforeexplaining the greater
ponderanceof manorial moats in the south of the county. In north
shire,however, the situation is completelydifferent. Here, the
rainedboulder clay of the northern plain would afford easy and
lvelycheap moat construction,attainableby most sections of
ty. Hence, when these marginal lands were brought into
Ivation during the 13th and 14th centuries,the building of a moat

-reflecttheir new status would have been an attractive proposition
theindividualfreehold colonisers.

.therimportantconsiderationis the correlationbetween population,
igthandprosperityand the distributionof moated sites. Despite
4mherent problems of any study based on Domesday evidence, it is
gble to draw a general picture of the settlementand economy of
shirein the late llth century. At this period it appear that the
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fertileUpper Severn valley of mid-Shropshirewas the most densE
populatedarea and also supported the highest number of plough
it is also an area where moats are quite common. Remarkably thc
the northernplain where the greatest concentrationof moats is
found appears along with the upland region of north west Shropst-
have containedboth the sparsestpopulation and the least number
plough teams within the county. In stark contrast to this soutE
Shropshirewhich has proportionatelymuch less moats was a far ir
prosperousregion supportingboth plough teams and a population
double that in the north of the county. By the time however of
early 14th century tax subsides this overall pattern has changed
these show that the formerly economicallypoor nothern plain areby now equally if not more prosperousthan the southern region a
is probably the result of the reclaimingof the northern ill dra
marginal lands during the economic expansion of the 13th century
Significantlythis agrarian colonisationand economic growth in
Shropshirewas roughly contemporarywith the peak period of moat
building nationally,and it may well be that the prepondernce of
Shropshiremoats in the north of the county is a result of the
combinationof these two factors.
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White Salt-glazed stoneware
manufactured at Jackfield

by J.P. Malam, Institute of Industrial Archaeology.

(Discovery of 18th century pottery industry in Shropshire)

The purpose of this note is to bring to a wider public recently
discovered evidence on the manufacture of white salt-glazed stoneware,
at Jackfield in Shropshire. As this is as this is an important eight-
eenth century ceramic type, traditionally and repeatedly ascribed to a
north Staffordshire origin, it is felt necessary to release an interim
statement at this early stage, in order to convey the possible conse-
quences and implications of the discovery.

Jackfield lies on the south bank of the Severn in east Shropshire,
in an area of considerable historic ceramic diversity, where the local
clay reserves have been comercially exploited almost without interruption
since the seventeenth century. Documentary research among primary
sources has hardly yet begun, but a useful secondary reference occurs
in Jewitt (1885: 180), where he is quite specific about Jackfield
pottery:

"The kind of ware made at Jackfield was a white stoneware,
very similar to the Staffordshire make, and on some examples
flowers and other ornaments were incised and coloured, that
is, the outlines were cut in while the clay was soft, and the
flowers and other ornaments touched afterwards with colour.
In 1763 Mr. Simpson carried on the pottery at Jackfield,
and made yellow ware, and a ware the body of which was pipe
clay and glazed with salt. This he sent down the Severn to
the Bristol Channel for export to America - a trade to which
the American war of Independance put an end. Maurice Thurs-
field made at Jackfield a very superior black ware, highly
vitrified and glazed; indeed, so highly glazed was it that
it had all the outward appearance of glass."

To ceramic historians, archaeologists and collectors, the
name 'Jackfield' is today synonymous with Maurice ThursfieldU 'black
ware'. The emphasis given in the past to this one ceramic type 1T-ts'
tended to overshadow its local contemporaries, which from Jewitt's
accountand now from artifact discoveries, hint at the co-existence
of several ceramic types in Jackfield, which have a striking similarity
to those better known from Staffordshire, with which there may have
been synchronic development during the eighteenth century.

Along a length of Jackfield riverbank (centring on SJ 689029)
has been found a black ashy deposit, up to 0.5m deep, which is being
worn away by the river. From this deposit have come sherds of white
salt-glazed stoneware, comb-decorated slipware and occasional pieces of
'Jackfield ware' (the latter two may be identified with the 'yellow'

45
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and 'black' wares in Jewitt's account). Waster sherds occur foiof these types, though evidence of local manufacture is far greEfor the stoneware. There are numerous salt-glaze saggar fragmerand some items of kiln furniture and burnt flint, while 200m do,,stream (in an area known as 'Salthouses'), a stone wall containiabout ten complete salt-glaze saggars has been found. Randall (22) records that there is abundant evidence of salt-glaze manufain the area and that "... the old seggars in which (the pots) weburnt often form walls of the oldest cottages in Benthall and BrWood." The ashy deposit along the riverbank may be dumped kilnfrom both stoneware and earthenware manufacturers, though theirsites remain unlocated.

Fabric

The white salt-glaze fabric is not consistent in every shemacroscopic distinctions observed now,may be misleading for futuentifications, since this material is essentially waste. HoweveJthere are variations in the whiteness of the fabric, with some s!having a creamy appearance. Many sherds have frequent minute blspecks showing through the glaze, and in some cases the latterquite crazed. The glaze is generally very well formed, with var_in its 'orange peel' pitted texture, being pronounced in some ca.and not in others.

Forms (figs. 10,11)

No complete profiles have yet been recovered, but the fragnary forms found to date indicate the production of unsophisticatcremarkably similar to those from Staffordshire. The range appearbe restricted to utilitarian vessels, comprising plates, bowls, ttankards and possibly tea and coffee pots. There are a range ofrings on the globular hollow-ware forms, some being simple rings,angular of triangular in section, and others being splayed outwarA single lid (or cover) has an oval and pointed centre-piece (simto Mountford 1971: p1.187).

Decoration and embelishment

The most striking decorative style is the 'scratch-blue' te,referred to by Jewitt, and which occurs in floral designs on bowlforms. The decoration is simply executed, resulting in externall:incised flowers with circular and oval petals, frequently highligiby single or multi-directional hatching or stabbing. Some rims dfa simple internal wavy blue band, incised by a combed tool. The tshading varies from pale to intense. Two decorated plate rim sherdisplay patterns identical to those from Staffordshire. One is remoulded with seed ornamentation (Mountford 1971: p1.123), and thewith raised dot and diaper, star and diaper and basket patterns irscroll-bordered panels (Mountford 1971: p1.149). Among the tankarforms there is a tendency for there to be lathe-turned band decoraat the base. Strap handles are invariably ribbed, often with a pr
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Fig. 10: Jackfieldwhite salt-glazedforms and kiln furniture. (Malam)



Fig. 11: Jackfield white salt-glazed forms and handle-sections.
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antral spine, and some display a folded back lower terminal (from

entified forms). Among the body sherds, there are some with
ned and incised linear decoration (similar to Mountford 1971:

.181)and some with horizontal bands of shallow rouletted 'peck marks'.
:yet,no pieces of enamel-decorated ware have been found.

Several conical bobs or stilts have been found, ranging

height from 1.5 to 5.5 cm. They are made from a buff-firing iron-

Ch clay, probably of local origin, and each has a small stone embedded

.*its apex. These were probably used to raise pots from the saggar
,and to reduce additional areas of contact adhesion each was tipped
stone. Not every vessel was so supported,since the crazed base of
11 bowl has been found, bonded fast to a saggar base. Two V-

tioned pieces may also be vessel supports, both made from white pipe-
•and seemingly mould-formed in lengths and then cut to size, unlike

tand-rciledconical stilts. There is:also a complete circular

pipeclay object, which may have bee• a support or e 'tester-ring'

inspection of the glaz:efollowirg the insertion of the salt to the.

The salt-glazed saggars are circular, with several round or oval

trations cut through their walls, and cut-out sections around the
- They arc made from a poorly-mixed grey or buff gritty clay, un-

tedly of local origin. Some damaged saggars have had their bases

ily repaired for reuse by a wad of grey clay thumbed over the
a. Two sizes of saggar exist,being 35 x cm and 35 x 24 cm

Ctively. These saggara invariably have a heavy crust of consol-
d grit covering the inside base.

Direct dating of this material is not yet possible, either from
entary sources or archaeological stratification, and it is only
parisonwith the Staffordshire ware that any dating is attempted,
this can only give it an assumed chronology. In the broadest

ble terms it appears to belong to the period circa 1730 - 1760,
he scratch-blue probably towards the middle and end of the period.

cationsand origins


The scale and duration of white salt-glazed stoneware manufacture
ackfieldcannot yet be estimated, though if Jewitt can be believed,
Noyed an export trade to North America, and this may indicate a
easful product. That this Shropshire salt-glaze can be stylistically
Xechnologicallycompared with that from Staffordshire is unquestion-

The similarities are striking, and it is tempting to speculate
te origins, which may surprisingly have a lineal Shropshire descent.
,21azed saggars containing white-dipped tankards with iron-banded
have been found 3 km south west of Jackfield at the Old Vicarage,
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Benthall,Broseley (SJ 668013), in associationwith brown lead-glaze
wares,with the entireassemblagedated to c. 1700 - 1720 (Sandon 19
Very littlewhite salt-glaze,and no waste sherdswere found here, an

the excavatorsconcludedthat this early salt-glazedpottery founde
followingthe advent of calcined flint to the Staffordshirestonewar
around 1720. However,it now seems that ratherthan the Shropshire
traditiondying away, it was simply relocatedalongsidethe Severn
Jackfield(thoughthe interval,if any, betweenthis move is not knc
It was here that the manufactureof a high-qualitywhite salt-glazed
stonewarewith a calcinedflint body was commenced.

It is hoped that furtEerwork will revealthe nature of the du

depositand its artifactcontent,and microscopicanalysis of the fa
may help to define this Shropshirewhite salt-glazedstoneware. All
materialis at the IronbridgeGorge Museum, Ironbrjdge,Shropshire.
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GWestGMidlandsGArchxology

in 1981
ABBEY HULTON,Staffordshire

Hollowed Log at SJ 903 490 fig. 12

A hollowedlog embeddedin recentalluviumin the south bank of the River Trent has been recorded

in conjunctionwith the NationalMaritimeMuseum (ref.Abbey Hulton 2). The object is 330 cm long

with a maximumwidthof 50 cm and has an internaldepth of 35 cm. The sidesappear to have perished

towardsthe east end (B),where the objectprojectedabove normalwater level. At the
west end (A)

there are two boringsinto the base, but tnesedo not-penetratethe fulldepth. This end is open.

Positiveidentificationas a boat is not possibleand it is thoughtthat it may be part of a

Medievalwater-controlstructure. The gardens,fishpondsand mill-leatof HultonAbbey lie immediately

to the east of the find-spot.

C.F. Hawke-Smith

City Museumand Art Gallery,

Stoke-on-Trent.

BIRMINGHAM,West MidlandsCounty

Survey of BurntMbunds

As a sequelto the originalfieldworkcarriedout by M. Nixon on burntmound sites in South

Birmingham,Dr. L.H. Barfieldand M.A. Hodderhave starteda systematicsurveyof South Birmingham

streams. In the periodAugust 1980 to July 1981 six new sites have been discovered:

MoseleyBog, Moseley,Birmingham

on the ColdbathBrook

MoseleyGolf Course A, Moseley,Birmingham

on the ColdbathBrook

MbseleyGolf Course B, Moseley,Birmingham

on the ColdbathBrook

BaystonRoad, Hollywood,Birmingnam

on theChinn Brook

WalkersHeath

on tne-ChinnBrook

Burcot,West Midlands,

a nill slope site

SP 094 820

SP 085819

SP 084 819

sP 077 796

SP o68 789

so 970 722

Two additionalC14 dates have been processedfrom sites in South Birmingham;the MoseleyBog,

Mbaeley,Birm. 1114,880 + 80 b.c. (2830+ 80 BP) and HighburyPark, KingsHeath,Birm. 1099,

1025 + 80 b.c. (2975+ 80 BP). The two dates are close to the main clusterof the previoussix dates

fromWarwickshireand West Midlandsites (Nixon1980 and Barfieldand Hodder1981)and within the usual

rangeof otherBritishdates (Hedges1977).

L.H. Barfieldand M.A. Hodder
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PORDFSLEYABBEY,Herefordand Worcester

Interimreporton the 13th seasonof excavationand post-excavationwork SP 045 686

The 1981 excavationtook place duringthe whole of August 1981. Susan Hirst,Susan Wright,
LornaWatts,David and Ellen Walsh,and Ian McCaig,worked on the preparationof the next majormono-
graPh. Sue Wrightwith the nelp of PatrickHarrison,MalcolmLind and StephanieSmith, completed
themonasticcemeteryexcavationnorthof the Presbytery. The major work was however,on the
IndustrialSite,directedby GrenvilleAstill,with the supervisionof Steve and Verna Wass,
JohnBateman,and RichardKemp. A furtherextensionof the ValleyTransecttrenchwas also cut,
uuderthe directionof Ken Dark. KatherineBaker was in chargeof the FindsDepartmentand
AverilMartin-Hoogewerfworked on the potteryseries.

The main labourforce was againprovidedby studentsfrom the Universitiesof York, Reading,
and Rochester(NewYork). Dick Snodgrasswas camp manager,Zita Berringtonand Ruth Watts provided
the food,and generalhelp was providedby othervolunteers (includingour veteranJoan Tanner),and
'1:17CommunityServiceworkersfrom Redditch. To all these we expressour thanksfor a fruitfuland
ploaeantexcavation; the weatherwas exceptionallydry and warm, whichdid howevercreate problems
in tne clayand pebblelayers on the IndustrialSite.

Our thanksare again expressedto the BritishAcademy for a secondgrant for the post-
excavationwork,to the RedditchBoroughCouncilfor financialhelp, a Portakabinand fencing.
RedditcnDevelopmentCorporationgave the use of a water spray tanker,financialhelp, and another
splendidreceptionfor the diggers. Mr. Dark kindly donated a hand waterpump to the excavation.

TheValleyTransect


FUrtherexcavationof the earthworkarea south of the millpondagain showedhow little the
surfacemorphologyindicatesof the stratigraphicalcomplexitiesbelow. A buriedcobbledroadway
withrutswas foundat a depth of c 60 cm, sealedby red clay, and belowthis were an early stream
bed,and a ditchwith preservedorganicdebris. Full understandingwas preventedby the presence
of a modernsewertrench,but hopefullythiswill be investigatedfurtherin 1982.

TheNorth-EasternCemetery


A furtnertwelvegraveswere excavated,finallycompletingthe excavationof this cemeteryareato naturalsubsoil. The graveswere of the earliestgenerationsof burial,in the twelfth
century. This was shown by the absenceof ceramictile fragmentsin theirfillings; this material
18 ubiquitousin period 2 after c 1200. Many of the grave'scontainedpreservedwood. Several
Ca1108were foundwhere branchesor smallplankswere laid acrossor by the body, these in turn beingcoveredby lengthwiseoak planks. In most cases there was one plank, in one case, two. They



were splitfroma trunk,with a triangularsection,one side being left as cleft,the othe
with a broadadze. A few had peg holes. We would reassertour hypothesisthat thesepl
not made especiallyfor burial,but were re-usedfrom some dismantledwoodenbuilding,pre
primarytimberchurch. If this is correct,it is likely that the planksare the main upr
studs,ratherthan verticalor horizontalweatherboarding. One particularlywell-pr::serv
examplewas 2 m long, 30 cm wide, and up to 12 cm thick; the longestone was 2.10 m. Or
postulate that thesewere either the fullheight of a side wall, or the lowerhalf of a Wo
high; theabsenceof wear precludestheiruse as floor planks.

In another grave, blocksof partlydressedgreen sandstone,as that in the period1
laid alongsidethe body. The only objectburiedwas a ?hazelwand c 1.60 m long laid by

side of a body (a more fragmentaryone was also found in a gravein the South Transept).
tion on its functionrangedfrom statusto flagellation,or that the monk was the Abbey's
maker. The gravesthemselveswere cut into the subsoil,in at least one case with a narr
cut and a special recessfor the head,similarto those in stonecoffins.

Orientationof most of these graves,but not all, again showeda distincttendency
to 200 away from canonicalor churchE-W, the west head end turningin towardsthe Choir a:

Over 100 graveshave now been excavatedat BordesleyAbbey; they providea remarkab]
of evidence of Cistercianmortuarypractice,which, togetherwith Bob Everton'sbiological
be the basisof extensiveanalysis.

The IndustrialSite (see1980 InterimReport)

A further 300 sq m was opened this year with the intentionof recoveringthe complet,
the mill building discoveredlast year in Area B. The three10 m squareswere west, coutL
south of B and were also designedto takein the ends of thetwohankswhich form tne 'neck'
triangular millpond, as well as the putativewheel pit and a lengthof the leat. The resv
these new areasshow the latestphasesto be more complexand numerousthan suggestedby 1
year's season.

The Bill Building(AreasB, C, D, E)

The entirebuildingwas uncovereddown to the destructionlevels. Padstonessuggest
structure was of timberwhich apprentlyhad two elements: a larger 'room'(c 7 x 5.5m ?
and an adjoining smaller section to the south (c 3.30 m square)frontingonto the wheel pit
that the plan of the building was in the form of a 'T'.

A single large padstone, found inside the building close to the wheel pit, is provisi
interpretedas the support for the axle-blockof the mill wheel. It is clear that this
section is of severalphasesand it may possiblyhave remainedin use after the mill and wh

had gone out of use.

The outline of the wheel pit was definedas oval-shaped,but was largerthan expected

may suggest that therewas more than one wheel,or more probablythat a channelto oneEide

wheel tookthe waterwhen the mill was not working.

The banksaroundthe mill pond had a clay core with a pebblerevetmenton the outside

were however no such pebbleson the sides of the banks which formedthe lent,where the ban

have beenmost vulnerableto erosion. The sinuousline of the mill leat and occasionalbl
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sandstone found in the fill of the leat suggest that the channel was stone-faced and subsequently

robbed.

A paved area of pebbles surrounded the mill to the north; here much roof tile and some bronze

and iron objects were found - the residue perhaps of the debris from the mill. Three early fourteenth-

century coins were also found on this surface. These and the pottery imply that the main part of the

mill - perhaps all - had gone out of use by the late fourteenth century.

Later,post- mill, phases


This year's work confirmed that flooding of the valley had been widespreadand lengthy, and

that it occurred in the later medieval period when the mill leat had become blocked. These exten-

Sive silt levels mark a break in the.occupation of the area until the eighteenth century when this

part of the Arrow valley was again exploited.

More of the steep-sided trench which was interpreted last year in Area B as a land drain was

found; it ran into the wheel pit. One sherd of tin-glazed pottery was found in the fill and this •

feature still remains enigmatic, but is currently thought to mark a single attempt to drain the

disusedwheel pit and/or mill pond. This work is provisionally associated with other agricultural

improvementsin the valley such as the creation of hedged fields which do not respect any of the

surviving earthworks. The area was probably enclosed in the 1770's. After the drain had been filled

in a path, first located last year in Area B, and pebble surfaces were laid over the mill leat and

partsof the hanks. A slot, ?for a building, was cut into part of this surface.

Area A

Work continued on the 'pre-industrial phases of the site with the excavation of the upper fill

of the large ditch defined in 1980. This revealed a layer containing well-preserved organic material

whichincluded three sheets of leather, perhaps off-cuts, a leather sole from a shoe, pieces of sawn

timberand many branches and twigs, some of which may have originally been parts of wickerwork or

hurdles; animal bone was also plentiful. The discovery of this layer illustrates the very considerable

environmental potential of the site; it will be excavated next year. At the north-west of the ditch

remainsof a timber sluice-gate were found - this may suggest that sections of the ditch were used as

'tanks',perhaps in view of the evidence above, for tanning.

Otherevents


Apart from the Development Corporation's party mentioned above, there was a final grand bonfire

partyon the site, and several excursions. These included visits to Hailes Abbey, Worcester Cathedral,

Bredonbarn and church, Pershore Abbey, Kenilworth, Coughton, Kinwarton, Repton - and Melbourne. The

last two were a full
- day excursion and the primary object was to see the important work at Repton Church,

whereProfessor Martin Biddle and Dr. Harold Taylor gave us splendid guided tours. Lectures were given

on earlier excavations at Bordesley and the background of the site; medieval industrial sites;

Cistercian architecture; and Staverdale Priory excavations.

An outstanding event of 1981 was the visit for a weekend of the Schola Gregoriana under the

direction of Dr. Mary Berry. The choir, appropriately dressed in white habits, performed the office

at various times of the day, in the excavated South Transept- of the Abbey Church. Dr. Berry had done

•xtensive research on the Cistercian versions of plainchant, so that this was a highly authentic

performance, the first in the Church fcr 443 years. The public were invited to Saturday and Sunday

Celebrations of Vespers, and many hundreds of people came to hear these. A programme was also given

in the Kingfisher Shopping Precinct in the town centre on the Saturday morning. Dr. Berry gave a
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lectureto the studentson the backgroundof the Chant, and the problemsinvolvedin givingan
authenticrendition. We are gratefulto her and to the choir for providingthis memorableoccasion,
for which they had travelledlong distances. We are indebtedtoo to the RedditchDevelopment
Corporationfor organisingthe publicityposters,and for providingaccommodationfor the choir.

FutureWork


It is hoped that the new AmenityComplexcentredon the Forge Mill will increasepublic
interestin Redditch'spast, and in the monasticremains. While the IndustrialSite will continue
to absorbour major resourcesat least until 1985, we hope to resumework on the Church in a limited
way in 1982,with furtherareas in the Cloisterand its E and N walks,the south aisle,and the Nave.
We hope to recruitlocalvolunteersfor this work. Anybodywho is willingto help, who can come to
the site daily,and providetheirown meals and refreshments,shouldapply to S. Hirst,Lower
Linceter,BadleyWood Common,Whitbourne,Hereford/Worcester,or to eitherof us at the Universities
of York and Reading.

Finallywe hope that 1982 will see the completionand publicationof our next majormonograph
on the Choir,Presbytery,and Vestryareas.

P.A. Rahtz, Universityof York

G.G. Astill,Universityof Reading

S. Hirst, Lower Linceter,Whitbourne

BOURNVILLE,West MidlandsCounty

Excavationson burntmound at Cob Lane (secondseason) figs.13, 14 SP 034 810

Excavationswere continuedon the burntmound site in Cob Lane Park as a trainingexcavation
for undergraduatestudentsin the Departmentof AncientHistoryand Archaeology,Universityof Birmin
directedby L.H. Barfieldand M.A. Hodder.

Prior to excavationa magnetometerand resistivitysurveywas conductedin collaborationwith
the GeologyDepartment,which showedclearly_thelimitsof the stonemound, allowingthe area for
excavationto be closelypredicted.

The area of TrenchA, excavatedin 1980, was extendedto the south to take in the edgesof
the mound on this side,and the streambed to the north fully excavated. Trench B was considerably
extendedto the limitsof the burnt mound as suggestedby the resistivitysurveyand to tracethe
continuationto the east of the formerstreamchannellocatedat the northernend of TrenchA in 1980.
In all a totalof 64 m2 was excavated.

The whole of the burnt mound depositin both trencheswas removedand wet-sieved,but againno
artifactswere found. In Trench B the depositin the centralpart of the mound was found to be very
shallow,showingthat the mound had accumulatedon a naturalknoll of alluvium,slopingdown towards
the presentstreamline,where, in T:enchA, the burnt stonedepositwas c. 40 cm thick. The knoll
was boundedby two formerstreamchannelsto both north and south.
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In Trench A the main featurewas a pit c. lm squarecut into the former streambank. It was
vertically-sidedand therewas evidencefor timberliningof its sidesand two successiveclay floors.
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AINelide of the pit furthestfrom the bank was a shallowovalhollow,c. 2 x 1 m, whose sidesand+,
Awe reddenedby heat. These featuresare interpretedas a tank which was allowedto fill with

tor from the streamand then presumablysealedby somesort of sluicearrangement,with an accompany-

'hearthon which stoneswere heated for droppingintothe water. The only other featuresunder

Nound were stakeholesformingno pattern; no continuationof the supposed stake revetmentalong

Old streambank was found. No featureswere foundunderthe mound in Trench B exceptfor a

animalburrow.

The formerstreamchannelon the south of the moundwas only partiallyexcavatedbut the

of depositsappearsto be the same as in the north. Furtherexcavationof the northern

showedthat the waterloggedwood interpretedas a stakerevetmentin 1980 was probablya

of roots,but the 'plank'was shown to be a substantialtree trunk which extendedto the north

the limitsof the excavation,and this was sampledfor dendrochronologicalanalysis. Phis

$s relatedto two otherlarge tree trunksfound in TrenchB, lying parallelto the same stream

sealedby silt,and the initialslip of burntmoundmaterialdown the bank. The tree trunks

trenchesmay be part of a revetmentto the stream.

Do only small findsfrom the site came from the lowerlevelsof the old streamchannel,con-

Of • flintblade and two animal bones. It is probablethat they antedatethe burntmound

AL radiocarbondate of 1190 + 90 BC (BIM - 1087)was obtainedfor charcoalexcavatedfrom

part of the mound in 1980 (Barfieldand Hodder1980),confirmingthe MiddleBronzeAge date

site.

L.H. Barfieldand M.A. Hodder,

Departmentof Ancient Historyand Archaeology

Universityof Birmingham

L.H. and Hodder,M.A. 1980 The Excavationof two Burnt Mounds in South Birmingham:

An InterimReport. West MidlandsArchaeology23

- pp. 15-26

..andHodder,M.H. 1981 Birmingham'sBronzeAge. Current Archaeology78

in 19th centurybrickworkat The Old SchoolHouse,RugeleyRoad SK 065 091

MehoolNouse,and adjacentschool in ChurchRoadwere built during the last quarterof the

sre representativeof many houses and BoardSchoolsbuilt then. The brickworkof much

housingof thisperiodremainingin Burntwoodis oftenof characterlessstretcherbond.

thereforeis the use of FlemishBond in the brickworkof the SchoolHouse,still in

mellowmulti-huedweatheredcondition. This can be seen in the outsidechimneybreast

t elevation. Each end of an outsidechimneybreasthas to make two right anglebends in

in the main wall,and here will be seen the obligatorynarrow header brick (inold English

lionda purpose-madehalf-brick,equal to a fullsize brickhalved along its longitudinal

IMtealso the decorativeeffectof the chamferedend bricks. The brickswere probably

item a local brickyard(possiblyowned by a colliery)and fired in a clamp. Unevenfiring,

bricksrelativepositionsin the clamp,resultin unevenvitrification,and different

ef varyingshades.
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Tax on brickswas repealedin 1850, after which bricksizesgenerallysettleddown t

ImperialStandardbricksize of 8.3/4"x 4.1/8" x 2.5/8" (219x 102'5 x 65 mm). For compa

presentday MetricStandardbrick to B.S.S. 3921 measured215 x 102'5x 65 mm. However.

bricksin the houseand schoolconformas far as lengthand widthto the Imperialdimensior

are thickeraveraging3" (75mm) plus. They appear to be made in moulds,and not machine
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COALBROOKDALE,Shropshire

Salvagerecordingat the Old Furnace

The Old Furnaceis a site of internationalsignificance,for it was here in 1709 th

AbrahamDarbyI used coke insteadof charcoalto smelt iron. The presentfurnaceis of

brick construction,replacingthat of 1709, which in turnhad modifieda seventeenthcentu

furnace. It was blown-outabout 1818, and was thereafterincorporatedin the buildingsc

until it was uncoveredand displayedin 1959. Deteriorationof its fabricand inscribed

beamsnecessitatedthe erectionof a protectivecoverbuilding,constructionof which dist

stratacontainingdata pertinentto the life of the furnaceand its immediateneightbourb;

Approximately600 cubic metresof deposit,removedto a depth of betweenone and tl

was excavatedby machinein a continuoustrencharoundthe furnace,leavingnearly 195 m c

section. The interpretationof the many stone and brickwalls seen in sectionis impair,

natureof the excavation,and only two structurescouldbe clearlydefined: a brick-line,

and a 'core-dryingoven belongingto the 19th centuryfoundry,both lying to the west of tl

The southwest area was markedby the presenceof several19th centurydrains,while to tl

furnacewas an extensivered brick surface,possiblypart of ayard, or an internalfloor

unidentifiedbuilding.

The majorityof the built featureshad truncatedor removedearlierdeposits,but %.

latter survivedintactin section,severalsignficantpoints emerged. To the north wes

furnace,wherethe depositwas excavatedto 2.50 m (withoutreachingthe undisturbedclay

the lowermetre of materialwas composedof dumpedlayersof slag,clay and charcoal,see'

backfilledinto a largenegativefeatureof unidentifiedform,but which continuedbeneat'

extensionto the furnace. The datingof these layersis uncertain,but the presenceof

quantitiesof uncrushed charcoalsuggeststhat theymay be associatedwith the pre-cokef

that theyare of 17th centuryorigin. To the southeast of the furnacewas a large iro

conglomerate,which has been identifiedas "bear",the concretionwhich develops inside a

which is periodically;:crapedout. This deposit shouldbe of pre-1818 origin, but its

dumping is not known. The layers contained towardsthe top of the exposedsectionswer
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J.P. Malam,

Instituteof IndustrialArchaeology
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tionofCarthusianPriory,off LondonRoad fig. 15 SP 345 783

ACCavationson the site of the CarthusianPrioryof St. Anne (founded1381)in 1968 (Mobley

stablishedthe siteof the church. Work undertakenin 1980-1has revealedtracesof four of

documentedcellsand gardenson the easternside of the cloister. The innercloisterwall,

oh thecellswere entered,has survivedto a heightof one metre as the easternlimit of a

Veen. The reasonfor excavationwas the proposeddemolitionof thiswall in order to enlarge

green. The cells,in commonwith those in the other eightCarthusianhouses in England,

Et intoa lobbyand two small rooms,surroundedby an L-shapedgarden. The penticein each

eithertiledor paved,leadingto a well or tank. Each gardenhad a drainconstructedof

• or brick.

M. Rylatt
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of MadievalDefensiveDitch at New Law Courts,Earl Street fig. 16 SP 336 787

mations,begunin 1980 (Stokes1980),were completedin July 1981 with the aim of the excava-

achievedby the total examinationof a sectionacross the Red Ditch (Rylatt1981). The

odtobe c. 6 m wide and up to c. 4 m deep at this point,althoughonly the lower levelshad

Levaland laterre-useof the site.

lam of primarysilt,containingpotterydatableto the last quarterof the 12th century

an •arly13th centuryV-shapedrecutwhichcontrastedsharplywith the steppedprofileof

I probablyattributableto the unstablenatureof the bedrockat this point. There was

anypre-conquestoriginsfor this featureas has been argued elsewhere,(Rylatt1981 -

al). The Ditchhad been at leasthalf-waybackfilledwhen the cellarswere constructed

to 14thcentury. It was replacedat that time by a culvertc. 1 m widewhich retainedthe

Ditch'for some two centuriesthereafter. As yet it is difficultto assignspecific

to eithercellardue to the lackof medievalfloor levels,althoughthe involvementof the

Ake SchiPleys- in the internationalwool trademay give a pointer. The sandstonefrom

has sincebeen removedfor re-useas a sill in the reconstruction,in Spon Street,

Of 122 to 123 Much Park Street excavatedin 1971 by Coventryand DistrictArchaeological

righted. forthcoming).
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The Ditch profileat this point is comparableto sectionsrecordednearbyin 1972 (11(

1972) and in 1980 (Rylatt1980) at Kirby House, all on the southernalignment,whilstit.i.

strongcontrastwith that excavatedin BroadgateEast in 1974 (Rylattforthcoming). The

tion has, therefore,raisedimportantquestionswhich docum
entaryresearchand furtherexc

may help to resolve. Any opportunityfor recordingthis featurein the futureis, theref

matter of priority. The archive is depositedin the HerbertMuseum, JordanWell,Covent:

AccessionNumber80/265.

MichaelA. Stoke

CoventryMuseum:

References:

Hobley,B. 1972 Warwickshire:Coventry. Medieval Archaeology XVL p.183
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COUGHTON, Warwickshire

Field Survey1980/61 Fig. 17, 18.

This season'swork of the Arrow ValleySurveyhas continuedwith a systematicfie1,1

mentary surveyof the parishof Coughton. The presentvillagelies alongsidethe Alcesi

Birminghamroad,the RyknieldStreet, near Cought
onCourt,with a number of outlyingfam

elsewherein the parish.

A desertedvillagenucleuscan, however,be identifiedon the east bank of the Rive

set at the coreof an open-fieldstill operatingintnelate 17th century,fig. 17. A mi

situatedon theArrownear the centre of the village. A regularpatternof toftsexist

of the houseswere stilloccupiedin the mid-18thcentury. An additionalSettlementcor

the northernend of thisvillage,in the 17th and 18th centuriescomprisinga farm,a sec

severalcottages. This, too, had been abandonedby the mid-19thcentury.

Similardepopulationoccurredat a secondsite in the presentvillageof Coughton

for abandonedhouse sitesand tofts are revealedby earthworksin thelleldin frontof C

their removalprobablyconnectedwith Mhe landscapingof the parklandadjoiningthe cour

tne regularpatternof the tofts betrays the plannednatureof the settlement.

A thirdhamletappears

includedwithintheForestof

'manor'of Wike but no signs

lain near GreenClosebeside

of the area was, however,to

of which can stillbe traced


to have existedin the westernpart of the parish,an area

Feckenhamin 1300. A moated site formed the nucleusof t'

have yet peen foundof an associatedhamlet settlement.

Weeke Lane and arablelandsare recordedhere in the 15th c

be incorporatedwithinthe deer-parkof CoughtonCourt, the

for much of their lengthas banks and ditchestoday.
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As in many of the other parishes studied in this area a number of medieval roads were to go out

• in the 18th and 19th centuries. These include the Warwick Lane which ran through the parish

thepresent village towards New End in Great Alne and on to Little Alne. A second abandoned

ran southwards througn 'The Town Meadows' to Kinwarton and a ford across the River Alne.

Della Hooke

Department of Geography

University of Birmincham

, Shropshire

implementfoundat SJ 693 060 fig. 19

A retouchedflint blade (5x2 cm) found in 1970 in a ploughed field in Dawley, Telford, has

ly been identified an a probable Neolithic or Bronze Age artifact. The flint colour is

inantlyblackish-grey, and the blade is extensively retouched along one edge, forming a

itablefor cutting and/or scraping. The field in which it was found is now the site of tne

Grangehousing estate. The flint remains in the possession of the writer.

M. Simmors

Dawley, Telford

0 	 2cm

Fig. 19: DAWLEY: flint jmplement. (Simmons)
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DROITWICH,Herefordand Worcester

The GreatUpwichbrinepit locatedin Vines Park ,figs. 20,21

Recentarchaeologicaland historicalresearchin Droitwichhas located the Great BrT
Upwich,once the most importantsourceof high qualitysalt in Britain,and upon which th,
prosperitywas based throughoutthe medievalperiodat least. A major excavations curr
plannedto commencein April 1982 beforetheaiteis destroyedby the cuttingof a new car_

- Salt is one oftheworld'smost importantnaturalresources,and has alwaysbeen of
significanceto man, especiallyas a food preservative. It is also used for enhancing
of foodsand for medicinalpurposes,and a great deal of evidenceis availableto indicat,
as a mediumof exchangein prehistoricBritain,a use that is reflectedamong many modern
tribes.

Until the beginningof the 18th centurysalt productionin this country was based u:
occurringbrine,an abundantsourceof which can be foundaroundBritain'scoast - sea-wat
ing about 3% sodiumchloridein solution. In additionthereare a few areas inlandwher
springsoccur,and the commercialexploitationof those in Cheshireand Droitwich (Worcest
is known from survivingdocumentationto have been economicallyviable from an earlydate_
importanceof theseinlandspringsis that they are far strongerand much purer than sea...,
therefore,far less fuel is requiredduring the boilingprocessto produce equivalentqua:
much higher qualitysalt.

Along the Salwarpevalley in Droitwichnaturalbrine'springsreach the surfaceunde
pressure. They containan almost fully saturatedsolutionof sodium chloride c25- 28%).
very small quantitiesof otner salts (e.g.calciumsulphate,magnesiumsulphate,etc.)wh:
much of the sea-saltto have a bittertaste. To obtain the brine,pits were dug around
which then filledwith the brine underartesianpressure. The brine could then be drawn
to the boiling-houses,where it was evaporatedto producesalt.

Archaeologicalwork carriedout by the Herefordand WorcesterCounty Archaeological
over the last sevenyears,has shown that this resourcewas exploitedduring Iron Age time
throughoutthe Roman period- the town is referredto as Salinaein the RavennaCosmograph
growthof the salt industrycan be tracedfrom Anglo-Saxoncharters,DomesdayBook, and et
documentsto 1215 when King John granteda charter to the townand from this date until lt
industrywas run as a monopolyby the Borough.

Upwichis firstmentionedby name in a lOtn-centrycharterand by the 15th centuryi
of only threebrinepits in the town. When the productionfiguresfor thesepits are cc
i8 quiteclearthat Upwichpit was the most productiveby far, and that it was filledwith
consistentstrength. In 1680 127 proprietorshad shares in 387 vats (one vat equals6,91
of brineat Upwich,12 proprietorsshared20 vats at the betterNetherwichpit, and 10 sha
in the lesserNetherwichpit. Upwichpit was fed by three separatespringsand the drawi:
brinewas strictlycontrolledevent - each shareholderwas entitledto equal parts of br'
top, middleand bottomof the pit to ensurethat each had brineof equal strength. In 1
pit is describedas being "30 foot deep  about 10 foot square,the aides being made w
elms jointedin at the full length.",and a 17th centurysketchplan of the town shows the
surroundedby "seales"or boilinghouses.
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1695 the Borough monopoly was broken and commoners then sank pits on their own land which

Oldin the price of salt falling, and although the proprietors of the old pits continued to

, it was at some considerable disadvantage because they Were burdened with heavy expenses.

a boring was made through the bottom on an existing pit which reached the underlying brine

enabling very large quantities of strong brine to be tapped. It is recorded that "from

the old pit became of no value at all".

.preciselocation of the Great Pit has been lost since this period and major topographical

in the area took place in 1768-1771 when the river was straightened out and a canal was

ted. Production of salt ceased in Droitwich in 1922 and the canal was filled-in during the

• A search through the Borough records and through surviving leases of the Upwich area by

Orickmore,D.O.E. West Midlands Urban Research Fellow at Birmingham jniversity, has located an

lamd known in the 19th century as "Old Brine Pit", "Old Salt Pit", and "Corporation Pit".

ont revivalof interest in Upwich has been generated by the decision to re-open the Droitwich

Which cannot follow its original course in this area because that has been encroached upon by

. The revised course will be about 10 metres to the north and will disturb any surviving

gy to a depth of 3 metres. The area located in the 19th-century leases as the possible site

pit is included in this development.

trialexcavation, funded by the County Council, Wychavon District Council and Droitwich Town

Ws carried out in September 1931, in order to evaluate the importance of the archaeology.

eastern corner of a very large pit was found in close association with at least two brine

The extreme water-logged conditions had preserved the very substantial jointed wooden

along the southfide of the pit, and the base of wooden uprights of a structure immediately

'the pit, which may represent the wall-line of one of the "seales". The dating evidence

was consistent with the likely demise of the pit in the mid-18th century, and although the

from the small excavated area can only be provisional, it appears that continuity of use

least the Roman period is possible.

Specificarea of Upwich pit and its immediate surroundings should contain detailed

Of the date, nature and extent of the salt industry on a scale not recoverable from elsewhere

en, and because it was one of very few in land centres of salt production in Britain and

Aulds are being raised to launch a major excavation, to maximise the recovery of this informa-

-nt is hoped that this will commence in April, 1982, under the direction of the newly-

Od Droitwich Archaeological Officer, Mr. John Price.

detailed, illustrated Interm Report cn the recent trial excavations may be obtained from

likle, Archaeological Excavations Officer, Hereford and Worcester County Archaeology Department,

Castle, Near Kidderminster, Worcs., DY11 7XZ, provided a 14" x 9n stamped (l8p) addressed

is enclosed).

J. Sawle

Archaeological Excavations Officer
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ECCLESHALL,Staffordshire.

Moated siteat EyeswellManor

Followingexplorationsby BUFAU,two new areas have been openedup by membersof

Stoke-on-TrentMuseumArchaeologicalSocietyand S.A.R.A.(KeeleUniversity). One of

areas,5.5m x 10m, lies on the platform;the other,1m x 8.5m, cuts acrossthe moat an

ment to the east of the platform. Removalof topsoilhas exposedan extensivegravell

spreadacrossthe platform.
C.F. Hawke-Smith,

City Museumand Art

Stoke-on-Trent.

FAWFTELDHEAD,Staffordshire SO

Excavationof a burialmoundat The Low

This excavationwas carriedout in 1979-80,on a sitepreviouslybelievedto have bee/

Thomas Batemanin 1848and stated to have been "nota burialmound" (Gunstone1965). In /

of these piecesof iaformationwere shown to be wrong.

The barrowhad been damagedby a domestickiln,trees,the constructionof a small but

the cuttingof a driveto the farm. A substantialamountremained,however,and tne excava

in advanceof the bulldozingof this remainder.

The mound was a single-periodturf-stack,coveringa primarycremation,off-setfrom t

of tne mound, in a smallpit c. 0.30 m deep, 0.27 m wide and 1.0 m long. Tne bottomof thc

lined with black organicmaterial,and the unurnedcrematedbone occupieda centralpositior

bottom of the pit, lyingon the organicmaterial. The compactnessof the bone,togetherwt

fact that therewad virtuallyno soil mixed witn it,would suggestthat the burialhad been

from the pyre in a container.

On the southernside of the barrow,and cut intoby an antiquariantrench,was a featu

C. 3.50m long, 0.75 m wide and cut 0.35 m belowthe OGS. It lay beneath the moundand had

cleanedout and backfilledby the digger of the antiquariantrench. Its shapeand E - W o/

suggesta possibleAngliangrave,an interpretationwhich is furthersupportedby a piece of

iron. The featurewas damagedat its westernend by bothanimaland antiquarianactivity,

increasedits originallength. If this is an Angliangrave,it will be the firstto have

in the gritstonearea of the Peak.
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Two further features were found, cut through the mound: these were adjacent and roughly

lirCular, with maximum dimensions of
C. 1.80m long, 0.50 m, 0.40 m deep and c. 2.10 m long

wide and 0.35m deep respectively. They were separated by a baulk comprising vertically-

turves. When this baulk was removed, it was clear that the two features had originally
a
dug 011-One circular feature, with the turf baulk being added afterwards. Phosphate readings

the features were higher than those without, which might suggest the decomposition of organic

A prelimiaary C14 date CHAR4302) of 2270+90bc was earlier than might have been expected.

A total of seventy-three flints was found, forty of which were calcined. The total included

e, backed-blades and utilized flakes.

11N0,
rial,especially as the soil is highly acidic, giving a pH reading of 3.2.

The only pottery on the site was a small undecorated sherd from the old ground surface.

David Wilson

Department of Adult Education

University of Keele

0:

0, A.J.H. 1965 'An archaeological gazeteer of Staffordshire: Part 2 The Barrows'

NSJFS 5 : 38

Staffordshire

	

ion of excavation at William Greatbatch's pottery at Fenton SJ 892 446

Ihocavations nave now been concluded on the pottery dump of the 18th century Fenton potter,

	

AIM areatbatch. A third phase of dumping has been identified and excavated in its entirety, being

logically later than the pre-dump phase and earlier than the latest phase of the site, both of

	

were described in West Midlands Archaeology No. 23, p.67-71. Evidence suggests that we have,

dump, a complete range of wasters produced my the Greatbatch factory between 1761 and the

, while historical research has shown that Greatbatch probably never had two factories as has

,gireviously suggested, but just one in the Lower Lane area of Fenton.
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Work is continuing on the finds from the site.

David Barker

City Museum and Art Gallery

Stoke-on-Trent.

7, Hereford and Worcester

1 entation and Field Survey Fig. 22, 23. SO 9664

The first two years' work on a long-term investigation of the settlement and landscape history

• north Worcestershire parish was reported in the previous two issues (nos. 22,23).
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In the wintermonthsof 1980-1 field walkingproducedworked flints,RB and medievalp

from a numberof new sites,suggestingeven higherdensitiesof settlementand agriculturet

previouslyrealised. This impressionwas reinforcedby furtherdiscoveriesduringthe 1981

season,which includedthe discoveryof two new majorRB sites,bringingthe numberof RB si

at least 12. Three sitesproduced sufficientquantitiesof medievalpotteryto provide evi

of desertedsettlementsites for which no eartnworkssurvive. This year we founda piece

probablylateSaxon potteryon Church Hill, the firatfind that can be dated to the Anglo-Se

period. We stilllack findsof pottery of the pre-Romanperiod.

The BirminghamUniversityundergraduatescontinuedthe field-by-fieldsurveyof tne pe

concentratingnow on its southernhalf. Most of thisarea was seen; only the fieldof Up

MiddleHollowfieldsFarmshave still to be visited.

Largenumbersof new settlementsites were recorded. These includeda moatedsite at

Court, and groupingsof nouse platformswhich can be regardedas hamletsat BroughtonGreen,

Shell Brook in TempleBroughtonFarm, and near to LowerHollowfieldsFarm. In additiona I

sites with threeor fewerplatformswere found scatteredtnroughoutthe southernpart of the

As a resultthe totalnumberof earthworksiteswith evidenceof former settlementhas now r

30 to 48. One of these is rather unusual,since it consistsof regulardepressionscut int

nounced ridgeand furrow,in each of which it seemsthat a separatebuildingwas placed. S

of the furrowsbecameenlargedby use as trackswithinthe hamlet. We can only assume that

representsrelativelylate settlementof a temporarynature; but we have no clue as to itz

purpose.

Two major fishpondsystemswere recordedthis year, one a singlelargepond below Fisi-

which is apparentlyassociatedwith three small tanksnearby. The other consistsof many E.

and tanks in a linkedsystemalong the SeeleyBrooknear Wards Farm, part of which is known

Stews. In additionwe observedthe substantialleet of a formerwatermill(Lett'sMill) on

Brook. This is a considerablepiece of earthworkconstructionwhich bringswater to the mi

artificialchannelalong the valley side fromnearlya kilometrefurtherupstream.

We have addedto our knowledgeof the two majorRoman roads which crossBanburyparish

A raised section(agger) of the north-southroad has been foundat HollowCourt. A similar

of the east-westroadmay run through the area justsouth of Park Farm; and very close by,

has broughta lot of stone to.the surfaceon the road'sprobablecourse. Elsewhereit has

traced in two or threeshortlengths of hollow-waythroughPark and ParkhallFarms. Many

hollow-wayshave been found,and as in previous yearsmost of theseare no longerin use

There is a particularlyinterestinggroup of them in the BroughtonGreen area. Two former

distanceroadshave also been reconstructedrunningeast-westalong the top of the ridges re

to north and southof the Shell Brook. These are largelypreservedas 'greenlanes'. TT

road is best seeryacro'ssWards and Hill Farms,and the southernone for nearlytwo kilometr,

Lower HollowfieldsFarm and east to StonehouseFarm. We have also noted much evidencethat

the existingroadsin the southernpart of Banburywere laid out as new or considerablyimp/

at the time of wholesaleenclosure,(as for examplethe road which runs acrossthe parish b(

Shell Brook,whichmust largelyhave replacedthesetwo green lanes).

As before,greatnumbersof ridge and furrowsystems,with accompanyingheadlands,ha,

found. In one area of Temple BroughtonFarm the ridgesand furrowsare so uncharacteristi:

large and well-preservedas to resemblea classiceastmidland system. Severalmore lengt!
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been tracedwhich,like those found in the northof the parish,may have been formedby pre--

seal cultivation.

The parishboundaryhas again been studiedwith care. In severalareas we noted that its

intL has replacedan older, far more substantialcourse,as for instanceby Stonehouse

at Earl'sCommon. Along much of the parish'ssouthernedge the boundarywas
formerly

.0,,often up to 15 metres and once perhapsabout 50 metreswide. This accordswell with

-wane throughan area of relativelylate assarting,with much old woodlandstill intactimmediately

441.1.
of Banburyparishin Himbleton,GraftonFlyfordand Dormston.

A detailedstudywas made of Broughtonin Hanburywhich formedpart of the main Banbury

to until the early12th century,when it was grantedout to a branch of the Beauchampfamily,

thenwas held successivelyby the Templarsand Hospitallersuntil the Reformation. A settlement

ban
bly existedbeforethe creationof a separateestate; the name 'brooktown' (fromOE broc)

an associationwith the Shell Brook,which runswell to the south of the presenthamlet. It

ed in the 12th centuryat 5 hides 33-virgates,which impliesa sizeableplace,thoughits

a to have been less than 400 acres. The numbersof peoplefrom Broughtonwho appear in the

evalBanburycourtrolls, notablyas brewers,suggestthat it had no more thana modest

on.

9 qualityof preservationof earthworksat Broughtonis very high, with a largenumber of

fieldscontainingfeaturesof all kinds. The most prominentearthworksshown in the

a networkof hollow-waysconvergingin the vicinityof Temple BrSughtonFarm, some of them

use as roadsand farm tracks. Evidenceof cultivationincludesa prominentlynchetin the

t of the plan,markingthe bottomof the hill on which the farm stands,with a substantial

t runningnorthup the hill forminga boundaryof an area of ridgeand furrow. The ridge

systemstend to be on a smallscale,so that in somecases the ridgeswere so shortas to

difficult. They are oftenboundedby ditchesor hollow-ways; many of the hedge

coincidewith divisionsin the ridgeand furrowsystems. Perhapssome of the ridgeand

lly lay in enclosedcrofts,and certainlythe tendencyof modernhedges to respectthe

es pointsto a processof piecemealenclosure. The plannedarea includesat least four

two of which (in the south-eastand north-westcorners)lay at the junctionof systemsof

furrow,suggestingthat the pits were dug while the field systemswere in use.

lc .
are a numberof indicationsof shiftsin settlement. In the north-westcornerof the

are at least threebuildingplatformsgroupedat the end of a hollow-way,so that the still

half-timberedcottageis evidentlythe last survivorof a small hamlet. There is another

platformin the south-westcorner,near the junctionof lynchetsand hollow-ways. A number

Other cottagesof the modern hamlet (notablyone to the north and anotherto the east of the

e54 the modernchapel (north-eastcorner)have associatedenclosuresthat cut an
d clearlypost-

ridgeand furrowsystems,demonstratingthat theyare relativelylate encroachments. The

probablystandson the site of the medievalmanorhouse.

discussion:

t is WV apparentthat at the centreof Hanburylay a large Roman settlement,at the junction

ttwiCh-Alcesterand Bromsgrove-CirencesterRoman roads. Finds of Roman potteryextend

Ablisa kilometrealong the east-westroad,perhapsrepresentinga seriesof settlements.

t historyof both the settlementsand the associatedroads is remarkable. The settlement

the centreof a large royal park, alreadyin existenceby 1086 and probablyearlierin origin.
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The Romanroad systemwas disruptedby the park, so that the passageof the Roman roads thr
the area can now.be tracedonly with difficulty.

It is possiblethat the place came into royal hands,likemany other importantformer
settlements,but that its use, for reasons that can only be guessed,was changedradically
laterSaxonperiod. The estateto which the park belongedin the llth century,and which '
to existas a separateentity throughoutthe middle ages, was calledHolewei,ie. the hollo%
This must refer to an importantroute- probablythe north-south(Bromsgrove.Zirencester)r
But it is odd that a road which was so importantthat it gave the estateits name shouldha
out of use so completely,probablyearly in the medievalperiod.

Both the Roman road systemand its successorscontinueto pose problems. It seems 1:
both the north-southand east-westRoman roads changeddirectionin order to climb the steel
of MiddleHill, (sharplyin the case of the former). To what extentdid these roads cease
existafterthe creationof the royal park? It is possibleeitherthat the park was closec
entirely,so that travellershad to make a long detourround thismajor obstacle,or that pa
it was allowedby a single route, representedby the modernroad,and that this route accomr
both east-westand north-southtravellers.

2. The distributionof settlementsand field systemsis now knownover most of the parish
the completelyseparateand distinctivehistoryof the Holeweiestate,which was a property

. Cisterciansof BordesleyAbbey for 400 years, we might have anticipatedthat its medievalla
wouldhave been substantiallydifferentfrom that of Hanburyand Broughton. Insteadwe f
same varietyof ridge and furrow,hollow-waysand settlementsas in the rest of the parish.
Holeweihad tenantsmuch like those of Hanburymanor.

But it is also apparentthat the settlementpatternwas by no means uniformthroughout
Therewere some quitelarge groupingsofhouses at Goosehill,Broughton,Blickley (Ditchford
LowerHollowfields,whilehamlet settlementsof more than threehousesare apparentlyabsent
northand west of the parish,i.e. Hanburyproper. If confirmedby futurework, this obser
call into questionthe often assumedcoincidencebetweenlate (i.e.12th and 13th century)c;
and dispersedsettlement.patterns.

S.R. Bassett

School of Hist

Universityof

BENDOMEN,Montgomery

Excavationof motte-and-baileycastle fig.24

The excavationswere continuedfrom 26 June to 25 July and furtherwork was carriedout
followingareas:

The Defences


The main posts for the palisadeand fightingplatformhad been renewedfrom time to tir
whilethe superstructure,particularlythe rear supportingposts,remainedin situ. This wa
becausethe frontof the palisadewould take the bruntof the weather,especiallyas it faces
west.
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Excavationof post pits in the rampartrevealeda softer dark layer lower down in the

rampartstructure.

The bulb of the rampartcarryingthe towersby the entrancehas post pits which reveal,F

lowersolidsurfacewithinthe rampart,suggestingthat the 'bulb'is a late addition.

DomesticBuildings


The clay platformon which buildingLII had been constructedwas removed,revealingsli

but positivetracesof an earlier,smallerrectangularbuilding,LIII, which occupiedthe no

part of the area coveredby La. It had a centralhearth and lines of stonessuggestedtha

had timbergroundsills. BeneathbuildingLIII was a post hole building,LIV, the same siz

on the same alignment. However,it is not yet clear whetherbuildingLIV, which immediatel„

underliesLIII, is an earlierbuildingor the same buildingrevealedin greaterdetail. Th

buildingscertainlysharethe samehearth area. Both buildingLIII and LIV had clay floors

stookon a platform,apparentlyof buried soil, which had been scarpedsouth of the buildings

reasonfor this is not clear.

Gulliesat the back of the rampartand at the north of buildingLIII and LIV led water

viouslyexcavatedcistern. The gully below the ramparton the western side of the excavatio

closeto a numberof charred,apparentlyunworked,timbers,perhapsdebris from a burnedbuil

whichhad been laid in rows beforebeing buried in clay and:tones. No explanationcan be o

for this curiousfeature.

Three furthergranarypost pits were emptiedand two samplesof waterloggedpost bases

removedto the Universityof Birminghamfor radiccarbondating. The pits of two more of the

were revealed,but not excavated.

Datingand Finds


The excavationthis year producedvery little potteryor metal finds, thougha sherd ol

fabricin one of the granarypost pits impliesthat there was a small amount in use at the ti

buildingof the granary,whichwas probablyvery early in the castle'slife. Otherwisewe

be back into the virtuallyaceramicperiodwhich beginshere on the Welsh border in the 4th c

century.

The Site Archive


Throughthe kindnessof MontgomeryCivic Society a room for storageand stadyhas been

availablein the recentlyopenedMuseumand DisplayCentre in The Bell, Arthur Street,Montg:

FUll recordsof the excavationwill eventuallybe stored there.

The SettlementPatternof the Area


Work continuedon the studyof the settlementpatternof the area around the site. (

(R.A.H.)spent five weeksat Montgomerybefore the excavationbegan,workingon historicalal

evidence,and a synthesisof availableinformationheld in Sitesand Monumentsrecords,whil

walkingparts of the area whichhad hithertonot been visited. During the excavationa sur'

ridgedfields,probablyof Anglo-Saxondate, one close to the castleand one in LymorePark,

out.

Acknowledgements
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todsiteat SP 371 680

Ikcavationhas continuedon this site (WMANS21 (1978)95; WMANS 22 (1979)77; WMA 23 (1980)

Waterlogginghas preventedfurtherexplorationof the possibleentranceon the NE side of the

rm. But thearea of buriedtopsoilwhich was being examinedhas now yieldedsome medieval

, as wellas the Roman and neolithicfinds reportedin WMA 23. Work is progressingon the

the platform,in an effortto understandthe characterof the building(s)that were there.

tterof buildingstone (redsandstone)as well as all the otherfinds, is being plotted; and

idencesuggestsa smallerbuildingalongsiriethe possibleDutch barn mentionedin the previous

But until the whole area of the platformhas been examined,interpretationsmust remain

tentative.

FabianRadcliffe

The TrinitySchoolArchaeologistsand

The LeamingtonArchaeologyGroup.

M, Warwickshire

Lidsat SP 392 670

A emu fieldborderingthe River Itchen,andlyingin the anglebetweenthe river and the railway

018Aregularlyturnedup Roman Sherdswhen cultivated. Duringthe past year this potteryhas

Collected;and in the autumnof 1981 an attempt was made to explorethe natureof the site by

trench,but continuousrain coupledwith solid clay subsoilpreventedthe work from beingcom-

. The potteryincludesSamian,black-burnished,grey waresand tile. Field walkingproduced

tteryfromthe fields to the west and to the east across the river. Nearby are the sitesof

buildingat SP 397 668, and a villaat SP 397 670. Aerialphotographssuggestthat in the

on theotherside of the railway,banks and ditches of indeterminatedate cut acrossa river

but cultivationhas destroyedall tracesof these oh the surface.

1.1

16 C

Fabian Radcliffe

The TrinitySchool Archaeologists

tir
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EighthInterimReport of Survey Work at SO 8080 and vicinity

Work has continuedin the last year on the systematiccollectionof flintsfrom plougl

fieldsin thearearound Kinver Edge,drainedby the River Stourand some of its tributaries

usualsparsescattershave been foundwith one or two concentrationswhich seem relatedto *

sources.

Increasingly,it seems necessaryto considersuch scattersin termsof flints per uni

area per visit,in order to arriveat as objectivea quantitativeassessmentas is possible

many variablefactorsare involved. Solar, the flint-scatterslocatedrange from one or 1

about twenty-fiveto thirtyper acre (c.10 per hectare),with a very few blank areas.

Much of the materialfound continuesto seem Mesolithicin character. Microlithsar

geometric,with the exceptionof one scalenetriangleand one rod-likeform. Some finds f-

periodshave now been made, includingone Upper Palaeolithicknife,a few leaf-shaped,loze'

and barbed-and-tangedarrowheads,and a certainamount of black flintwhich may be imported

not petrologicallyconfirmed).

We are, as always, gratefulto Dr. L.H. Barfieldfor his help with the identification

flints.

LEINTWARDINE,Herefordand Worcester

Rescueexcavationat SO 4035 7406 HWCM_1061 figs.25,26
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Introduction


The rebuildingand enlargementof the

involvedthe encroachment onto part of the

An excavation,fundedby the CountyCouncil

destruction,and a team of six was employed

2, 500.,..quaremetreswas fully excavated.


abbatoirat the rear of 22 High Street,Leintwa

ScheduledAncientMonument(HWCM1061; SO 1+03

and the Departmentof the Environmentanticipat

for threemonths in the autumn of 1980. A tot

Background


Fig.25 shows the positionof Leintwardinein its regionalAnd,local settings. The

eitherside of the Roman WatlingStreetWest, being almost equidistantfrom Wroxeterand

on the northernbank of the RiverTeme, just tothe east of its confluencewith the River Cl

strategicpositionis emphasizedby the identificationof sevenmarchingcamps and another

withinthe immediatearea. Dr. S.C. Stanfordhas examinedthe sites of the three forts

Bucktonand LeintwardineVillage)and has suggestedthe followingsequence (Stanford1968)

At Leintwardineapparentlynon-militaryoccupationof firstand early second-century

(StanfordperiodI) beneaththe modernvillagewas contemporaryboth with the Jaw Lane For

SO 3990 7445) occupiedbetweenc. AD 50 and c. AD 78, and with the one at Buckton which wl
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Fig. 26: LEINTWARDINE:plan of excavations. (Sawle)
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betweenAD 90 and AD 130. /n c. AD 160 the non-militaryLeintwardineoccupation,of whicha small
th houseand a possiblemansio have been identified,was succeededby a fort of C. 3.5 ha, enclosed

14 a timber-lacedrampartand a ditchwith an annex on the south side containingthe improvedbath
use. Evidenceof intermittentoccupationin the third and fourthcenturyhas been recorded,and

it is possiblethatthe settlementwas finallydestroyedby burning.

Excavationsand a resistivitysurveyin the field behind the butcher'sshop (22 High Street:

11MCM1061; Fig.25.4)in 1959 and 1962 led Stanfordto the conclusionthat a roadway,appropriately
ed for the via principalis, ran along its southernboundary (trench5: Stanford1968 p.276)and

t theyrincipia itselfmight be locatedon its easternside, wherea number of shallowstone-

lled gullieswere found,running north-south(ibidp.278). The alignmentof the via principalis


red to be confirmedwhen observationsin 1972 revealedevidenceto suggestthe existenceof an
t gatesome 8.5 m southof ChurchStreet (Stanford1972).

It was thereforeanticipated,thatthe work in 1980 would confirmthe locationsand functions
the buildingswithinthe centralarea of the settlementand wauld examinethe via principalis and

otherstructuresalong its northernside.

EXcavations

A detailedplan of the excavatedarea is shown on fig. 26. The field slopes quite steeply,
northernend of the site being c. 2.3 m higherthan the southernend. It appears likelythat
don of the subsoilhas occurredat the top end of the field,where the topsoilis c. 0.40 m deep,
ed to a depthof c. 1.0 m at the southernend, against the fieldboundary. Three of Stanford's
trencheswere located,the westernsideof his trench 14 fortuitouslyaligningwith the western
of the 1980 area excavation. His othertrenches,shown in fig.25.4 are plotted from these.

In the north-westcornerof the sitea seriesof parallelgullieswere excavated-(1225,1205,
, F241,1281,F161, 1291, 1159, F188,1239 and 1271); most were of unknown length but were
98 m wideand 0.15 m deep. Thesegulliesappearto be the same as thobe excavatedby Stanford
ord 1968p.278),as illustratedin fig.25.4. He was unable to date them on their own
oncebut suggestedthat they were the remainsof wall foundationssited within the centraladmini-
tivearea of the fort. A numberof large stone slabs were containedwithin the gullies,but
ar, in the 1980 area,althoughthe gulliescontainedstone slabs,none were dressedor laidas

Some twenty-threesherdsof post-medievalpottery were associatedwith these gullies,
thoughseveralcontainedonly Romanpotteryit must be concludedthat they all representthe
activity and must date thereforeto the post-medievalperiod.

On theirwesternside the gulliesappearedto be confinedby a row of ten shallowpits
, 1104,F112,F137, 1155, 1165, 1201, F223, F251,andF429)c.1.40mlong, 0.80m wide and c.0.14m
• Althoughsome of these containedonly Roman pottery,otherscontainedpost-medievalpotsherds
ereforetheyare all likely to be of this later date. An east-westline of postholespossibly
ed the southernlimit of this complex,but only a few scrapsof Roman potterywere associated
it.

Otherfeaturesin this northernhalf of the

inga large quantityof Roman pottery,two

,.a vei-ydeep (c.3.0m)circularpit (F101)

or Ware",and 132 post holes and smallpits

site consistedof a pit (1287)only 0.05 m deepbut

deeper pits (1505and F577) containingonlyRoman

containingRomanpotteryand a roulettedsherdof

of varying sizes,profilesand dates.
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The southernhalf of the site containedfeatureswhichcan be assigned more certainly

the Roman period. The largestwas a circular pit, F293, c. 3.0 m in diameterand c. 2.14 m

with a shallowextensionto the east,F388, being c. 1.2 m deep. Both containedquantities

largeunabradedpotsherdsof second-centurydate. To theirnorth-easttwo circularpits,F

F211,also containedlargequantitiesof second-centurypottery.

At the south end of the site, the north-westcornerof a buildingwas discovered. I

sistedof a seriesof largerectangularpostholes (F908,F921,F917,F902, F914) c. 0.74 m 1

0.63m wide and c. 0.56 m deep,about 0.75 m apart connectedby a steep-sided,flat-bottomed

(898)c. 0.20 m deep. The alignmentof the western sideof thisbuildingwas continuednor

by a gully (F880)separatedfrom the north-westcornerby a gap of c. 1.5 m. At c. 1.0 m n

wardsa short gully (F923)branchedoff at right anglesto the east of F880. The northern

F880,and the southernend of its continuationF743, had been removedby two modernpits (F4

but theremust have beena gap betweenthe two. The postholesand gulliesof the building,

and F743 containedonly Romanpotteryof second-centurydate.

The other major featurein this area was a circularpatchof grey clay (F804)whichha

narrowgully (F802)aroundits edge. The gully terminatedat two deep (0.30m) stone-packe

holes (F723,F725). Beneaththe grey clay there was a circulardepressionc. 0.40 m deep

evidenceof burningat itsbase.

A circularpit (F713)containeda large quantityof unabradedlate third/earlyfourth-

pottery. The remainingfeatureswere either postholesor smallpits, includingtwelveoffa

datingto the late 1960's.

Conclusions


Relativelyfew findswere uncoveredduring the eZcavationand there is a majorproblem

many of the featuresbecausethe pottery is often undiagnosticand abraded,and therewas li

stratigraphy. Furtheranalysisof the material is continuing,so any statementsmade here

acceptedas interimconclusions.

It seems quite clearthat the shallow gulliesand pits in the north-easterncornerof

are of post-medievaldate,and cannotnow be consideredas wall foundationtrenchesfor the

or any otherRoman building. From the nature of theirprofileand their fill they were unl

be robber-trenchesfor wallsof any date; some of the stonesthat remainedwere quitelarge

were not dressedand therewas no sign of mortar or claybonding. One favouredinterpretat

thatthey representsometype of cultivationtrenchand th& the shallowpits were, perhaps,

of bush holes.

It is possiblethatmost of the Roman featuresat the top of this field have suffered

by ploughing. Tha pit, F287,which containedlargeunabradedsherdsfrom three separateRc

potteryvesselsand whichis thereforelikely to be of Roman date,was only 0.05 m deep. 1

thereforenot unlikelythat foundationor robber trenchesmighthave been totallyerodedor

away and thus one cannotstatewith certaintyfrom the excavatedevidencewhether thereeve7

buildingsin this centralarea of the settlementin the Romanperiod.

The Roman featuresthat did survivewere concentratedat the southern end of the site

potteryanalysisindicatesa date range for all the materialfrommid-secondto the earlyf,

century. The locationof the buildingis obviouslyof greatsignificancebecauseit is dl-
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on the alignment of the via principalis, suggested by Stanford and based by him on the evidence recorded
in trench 5 (fig. 25.4). In this trench three layers of packed gravel were seen, separated by

deposits of silt and humus (Staford 1968 p.276). The earliest road was assumed to be contemporary
with the construction of the rampart and ditch (i.e. c. AD 160).

No trace of laid gravel was seen anywhere within the 8 m width of the 1980 excavation.

There was a considerable build-up of soil along this souther boundary and judging fromthe good

survival of the building, it seems unlikely that much erosion had taken place at this end of the field.

The pottery from the postholes and slots of the building suggests at least a mid-second-century date,

and it is hoped that more detailed analysis will refine this. One pit (1714) contained much pottery

of late third/early fourth-century date but it is not stratigraphically related to the building.

On the evidence recorded in the 1980 excavation is is thought unlikely that the via principalis ran

along this southern boundary and that the gravel surfaces found in trench 5 require another

explanation.

As a result of the recent work it is clearly necessary to re-evaluate the status of the Romano.

settlement at Leintwardine; a study beyond the scope of this interim report. The absence of any
evidence either for buildings withinfhe central area or for the via principalis and associated structures

on its northern side, invevitably raise the questions of whether these features ever existed, and

whether the settlement was a defended civilian site rather than a fort.
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DAWLEY, Shropshire

vation of an 18th/19th century 'squatter cottage' at SJ 679 061

A feature of the Shropshire coalfield during the 18th and 19th centuries was the establishment
•41f squatter communities, building their small and usually insubstantial dwellings on the marginal

of lanes, fields and waste. One such community existed in Holywell Lane, Little Dawley, where
the 1770's there were up to six cottages and by the 1820's upwards of thirty. Of the original six,
t at the east end of the lane (at SJ 679 061) was chosen for partial excavation, with the aims of
ablishing its foundation date and construction styles, together with the material lifestyle of its

bitants through time.
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The available map coverage reveals the presence of the cottage by the early 1770's, and it

extinction during the period 1854-1881. The maps reveal a square or rectangular principal buil

with individual outbuildings, situated at the eastern end of a long and narrow strip of land

(Shropshire field-name . 'sland'), which is the characteristic encroachment shape along Holywell

The survival of positive cottage features was unexpectedly poor, and it has not been possi

to define the physical evolution of this building. This is in part due to the later use of the

site as a vegetable garden and as grazing land, and the robbing of the structure's building mate

A short length of brick wall belonging to a late phase was the mostsubstantial survival, and th

only preserved by its incorporation as a later field boundary. A small rectangular brick-lined

shallow pit is identified as a 19th century outdoor privy.

An ash-filled ditch contained a substantial amount of 18th century ceramic material, and t

assemblage is dated by marked clay tobacco pipes to c. 1740-1760, providing a settlement date sr

thirty years earlier than the first map reference. During the 18th century the ceramics were P.

exclusively of local manufacture, with Coarse earthenwares and some fine black earthenware and w

salt-glazed stoneware (both known to have been made nearby at Jackfield). The 19th century asr

blage is not so distinct, formed largely from Staffordshire printed earthenwares.

Although the evidence for the cottage has been relatively slight, there is much informatic

concerning the immediate pre-squatter phase. The cottage had encroached on the ridge and furrc

of a field still under the plough, and it is probable that this agricultural feature was instrum

in the style of the encroachment, with the occupation of two or three ridges and their furrows.

This may account for the slangs in Holywell Lane being long and narrow fragments of land. The

of this system is unclear, the furrows producing only early 18th century pottery and the waveler

between ridges being c. 3-4 m may suggest a late date. Cut into the top of the principal ridge

running east-west along the site was a shallow pit containing the disarticulated skeleton of a c

No dating is possible for this, but it is of pre-squatter origin since it was sealed by the plot_

soil associated with the ridge and furrow.

J.P. Malam

Institute of Industrial Archr

MANCEITER,Warwickshire

Roman features at Mancetter Farm SP 7

The farming activities of Mancetter Farm ceased in recent years and the new owner, a Mrs.

was to modernise the property and landscape the farmyard. A presence on the fort was being ma:

in the research excavation by Atherstone Archaeological Society who were approached with an opt:

excavating the yard before levelling took place. A limited time was available, and funds were

available by North Warwickshire Borough and the Department of the Environment. This speeded

process of overburden-removal and a two-stage dig followed:-

a trial area 900 sq. ft., checking survival of RB features,

extension 1900 sq. ft. in remainderafter successin (I).

Work commencedon 30thNovember,1980 and continued onweekendsplus eveningsbasis to final res.

on 12thSeptember, 1981
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• 27: MANCETTER:medievalroof tile from Mancetterfarm. (Scott)
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Preservationof the RB featureswas generallygood, protectionbeing brought about froma go
thicknessof top soil and subsoil. Some areas were much disturbedby farmyardburials,structure
foundationsand pipe trenches.

All RB featureslocatedare provisionallyof 1st centurydate and include:-

Twoparallelmilitarystyleditchescuttingmost of the following

Foundationslotsfor threeor more buildings,one of which is an end to a barrackblockwit,-
a urinal-typelatrine.

Cauldron-typestructuremade in local stone (diorite)up to 1 metre surviving.

Severalpits providingusefuldatingmaterial.

Finds confirminga militaryOccupationincludelorica segmentata and bronze fittings. Seve
rare and importantfindsincludebeadsnot seen in Britain before,Dobunnic silver coin,SamianF2
bowl with bear hunt sceneclassifiedas an_unusualpiece having no close parallelsc. AD 40..60,an
raw pigmentsnow beinganalysedby the Universityof Bradford.

In conclusion,some answerswere discoveredbut inevitablythe work producedmore questions
the phasesat Mancetter.

Keith Scott

AtherstoneArchaeologicalSoc

MANCEWER, Warwickshire

Roof tiles from MancetterFarm fig. 27NG SP 320

90

. Some of the outbuildingshad roofs in a poor state of repair,these were made safe, in so do-
good roof tilewas stacked. Therewas a mixtureof tiles some more recent with doublenibs and
Otherswith singlenibs. . It was the latter type which sparkedoff a search after findinga tile
a stamp (tenwas totalfound). The stamp is approximately26 mm diameterand is a 'cartwheel't:
centrallyimpressedprobablywhilestill in the tile mould. Tile size 290 x 173 x 17 mm.

Mancetteris only 6 milesfrom the NuneatonMedievalPotteryKiln complex where nothinglike
has been recordedon tile,althoughsimilarlarge complicatedstampswere found on potterycircala
14/early15th century.

The tilesare probablyre-usedsurvivorsfrom a similardate their longevitymay have been 11F
by the use of lime mortarwhichstilladheredto the samples.

Keith-Seott

AtherstoneArchaeologicalSoci

MIDDLEHILL, Herefordand Worcester .

Fieldworkand trial excavationon a prehistoric(?)and RomanoBritishsite at SP 075 480 fig. 2E

The site (SP073 479 area) is on the dip slope,below the top of the Cleeve Hill escarpment.



91

MIDDLE HILL
4 •

KEY • • •

Sherd density per grid square • 4, 4, 4 4 •

4 • 4 4 . 4 40-33 El] 34-66
4 4 • + 4 4 •

Ufi67-99 III 100-133 4 4. • • 4 + 4 4

4. 4 4 4. 4' e
- s•v,.North Littleton parish boundary/

NOTHING 4 4' 4 4 4 4 4
 •,,,,

qb Minor Roman road I I __ 	 %
	 A % 4%%

? Crest of Ridge and Furrovi I ' . • .. • .

•t%

\-1' 4 4. +
4,---Z-2-_

-....Field boundary 	 F--- / B..
•••• •



Howard I's
.1/

...,..-_
1

/, , 4/ :•••
Z open J,

Plum orchard 4-.1 excavation.il
.11

Extent of site Q , , •,.
. ,,,

cc, ,, , . ,

	

,7 T Likely 1 i . t

	

1/4..../ position of.,i..._._/_/ _ . _ ..-.
(/)O'Neil's site • /

.

Lid i
',e

Mag.

NI -...,/ I
• 40

	

Z. / 4.5-3

	

Lc/ / e

65

(FLINT AXE)

Tornb's Ground
smug

al

(COIN HOARD)

ii IMIng
metres

Fig. 28: MIDDLEHILL: plan of area surveyed, showing sherd density.

(Price and Watson)



92

In the 1920's,duringthe diggingof asparagusbeds (SP075 477), a hoard of about one dozen (brow

Roman coins, in a coarseware pot, was found on the edge of the site. No record survivesof the

coins' identification,Whough some are believed.tobe of the EmperorConstantine.

Batween 1960.62O'Neilexcavateda trial trenchwithin the northernpart of the site and rove

two phases of building,overlyinga ditch 8.5 metreswide and 2.4 metres deep. Its orientation,J

not the actual location- which is unknown,is shownon the figure. The fillingof the ditch and

sequentoccupationwas dated to the 3rd C to 4th C AD (O'Neil,1975). Since O'Neil'sexcavation'

plum orchardhas been grubbedout and the land has revertedto arable. The area of the site is

provisionally830 squaremetres,but Might extendfurthernorth. The pottery scatteris dense

the southernpart of the site,but peters out northwardsas the topsoildeepens. A minor Roman

ran down the west side of the site.

Prehistoric


Scatteredacrossthe siteare occasionalnaturalflintsand odd waste flakesof indeterminat

age. Our excavationon Mr. Howard'sland (calledHoward'sOpen) producedseveralresidualwaste

flakes,one with end re-touch. In 1979 a Neolithic,thin butted-,flint axe (SP075 478) and ass

flintswere foundadjacentto the site (Whitehead,1979: 25).

Systematicfieldwalkingof Mr. Tombs' groundon a 20 metre grid producedthree sherds,beli

to be wheelmadeIronAge pottery. The Howard'sOpen excavationproducedone plain storage jar r

sherdand three finger-nail-decoratedsherds, (twojar rims)of red-brown-black,shell temperedf

Very similarpotteryof pre 4th C BC date is known from LeckhamptonHill Fort (Marshall,1978B : 2

This finger-naildecorationis characteristicof Marshall'sphase one Iron Age, 6th C to 3rd C BC

later (Marshall,1978A:9),

Romano-British


Only the densepart of the surfacescatterhas been systematicallyfield walked in 20 metre

squares. Only the densityof potteryis recorded,not post-medievaldebris or fragmentsof bric

tile and daub of uncertainage.

Fieldwalkingyielded1519 identifiable,abraded,Iron Age and Roman sherds,of which 95.5%w

orangeSevern ValleyWare. The other4.596included(innumericalorder) unidentifiablesherds,

Severn Valley greyware,localShell-temperedware, red colour-coatOxford ware, local imitationc

Dorset Black Burnidhedware,red and brown colour-coatedNene Valleywares, undecoratedSamian,

MalvernWare, localwheelmadeRomano-Britishwares; White Oxfordware mortaria,Dorset Black BUTT

ware, red colourcoatOxfordmortariaand White Mancettermortaria.

The term "localshell-temperedware" is used to describea varietyof unburnishedfabrics,E.

times containinglimestonetemper. The size of temperfragmentsvaries tremendousbly,as does th

surfacecolourfrombrownto red-brownto black. The age is uncertain,for while some of the pc

forms are Roman,theirfabricis very similarto the finger-nail-decoratedIron Age sherds and apI

to be an imitationof the Malvernware.

Sowards'Open Excavation


The northernpart of the site consistsof two 20th C lynchet-likefields (markedA and B) cl

across three low, linear,ridges. These ridgeshave been almost levelledby cross cultivation.

thoughtthese ridges might be ploughed-outrampartsas thereare referencesto the "Lyches (ridge.

the camp" (Burchlincas)on top of the Cleeve escarpmentalong the North Littletonparish boundary
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seriesof boundarychartersof Anglo-Saxon(Grundy1931 : 92, 100 - 101). The charterevidenceand
.0'Neil'sditchpromptedCox (1979: 37) to state a fort existedin the area.

We sectionedone of the ridges (approximately20 cm high and 10 metreswide)with an 11 x 1

Metre trial trenchin 1981to see it it was a rampart (SP07465 48042), The stratigraphywas: -

Modern ploughsoil

Unstratified,homogenous,soil accumulation,50 cm thick.

Stratifiedoccupationwhichconsistedof two, unrelated,features,one beingpart of an
uninterpretablelinearfeatureand the other a lower lias limestonerubblewall,about 100 cm
wide, set in a foundationtrench. The wall was only recorded,not excavated. It appeared

to be part of a free-standing,clay floored,7.5 x 4 metre building,tentativelytracedby auger.
Both featurescut naturalclay sub-soil.

. The soil accumulationis not rampartmaterial,but jUdgingby the profile,and the vague reverse

curve of the bank,it is ridgeand furrow. Significantlythe originallengthof the ridgeswould

have been approximatelyone furlong. This disturbancemeant the majorityof the potterywas
unstratified.

. The stratifiedpotteryconsistedof small sherdsof local shell-temperedpottery. The only
datablesherdwas the IronAge, finger-nail-detoratedsherdmentionedbefore,from the clay floor.

There was Romano-Britishpotteryimmediatelyab.ove- but not in situ. The buildingwas provisionally
dated to the Iron Age - EarlyRoman period,as we are not certainwnen Roman potterywas adopted.
The animalbones and teethwere of cow, sheep/goatand pig.

The existenceof an earthworkof some descriptionin the area is likelyon toponymicalevidence,
but it may have been obliteratedby ridge and furrow,which is visiblenorth-westof the site. We

plan to traceO'Neil'sditchby geophycialsurvey to see it it is part of an enclosureor earthwork.

Conclusion

There was Neolithicactivity,perhapssettlement,on the site. An Iron Age settlementwas
tfebablishedbeforethe4th C BC and almost certainlycontinuouslyoccupiedthroughoutthe Roman period.
. Increasingwealth is shownby the amount of mass producedpotterypurchasedand the stray findsof 3rd
and 4th C AD coins (Haverfield,1901 : 219). The date of abandonmentis uncertain,but judgingby
coins from neighbouringsitesis post AD 367, (Cox,1967 : 16). If the Cleeve Priorcoin hoard,
depositedin about 395 AD (Archj-,-1979: 36) two kilometresaway, was placed in orangeSevernValley
vary pots, as Alliesdescriptionstronglysuggests (1852 : 91), then 5th C use of SevernValleycare
is plausible.
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MON, Warwickshire

FieldSurvey at MedievalVillage SP 302652

The site of thisvillage,as reportedin WMA 23 (1980)104, lies at Myton GrangeFarm, Warwick
and is currentlybeingdevelopedfor housing purposes.

A Watchingbriefis stillcontinuingas developmentprogressesbut no stratificationof finds
(owingto previousploughingof the site)has been discovered.

A further83 itemshave been collectedup to tne end of October1981 (makinga totalof 196) and
of these21 are sherdsof medievalpotterymostly datingfrom the 13th or 14th Centuries. The total
also includesa substantialnumberof pieces of clay pipe stem (13pieces)which have been collected,
togetherwith one claypipe bowl.

S.G. Wallsgrove

LeamingtonArchaeologyGrour

PENNOCRUCIUM,Staffordshire•

CropmarkPlot and FieldSurveyat SJ 900 311 fig. 29

A periodof fieldwalkingfollowedby a study of cropmarkson air photographsin the Staffordshire
Sitesand MonumentsRecordhas producednew informationon the extentand distributionof enclosures
at theRoman site of Pennocrucium,near Penkridge.
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Since ihe discoveryof the Roman villa at Engletonand its excavationin 1937 (Ashcroft1938
a numberof cropmarksiteshave been located. In 1946 air photograpnyrevealedthree enclosures&
StrettonMill (A),Kinvaston(B)and Water Eaton (C). Excavationscarriedout in 1947 establishec
the existenceof Roman fortsat StrettonMill and Kinvaston(St.Joseph 1953), and excavationsat
WaterEaton revealeda triple-ditchedenclosure (St.Joseph1958a). FUrther work on this site in
1953/4revealedoccupationevidence(Barton1958), and duringroad wideningoperationsin 1956 it
becameevidenttnat a settlementextendedsome distanceto the East of the enclosure°Webster1958:

The dimensionsof the largerfort at Kinvastonwere determinedin 1954-6 (Webster1956),and
air photographstakenat the time demonstratedtnat therehad been two successiveforts (St.Josepl-
1958b). Mare recentaerialphotographyhas indicatedthe existenceof a fort at EatonHouse (D)
and at least two temporarycamps (E and F) : (St. Joseph1965; St. Joseph 1973; St. Joseph1977).

This complexforms the nodalpoint of a number of Roman roads. The WatlingStreetpasses
throughthe site and a branchroad runs N.W. to Chester. It is known that two roadsrun South,on
to Greensforge,the otherto Metchley,and there it now evidenceof another road runningin a South
Westerlydirection. It seemslikely that a road ran North towardsBlythe Bridge,and a survey
carriedout in 1962 (Wilcock1965)indicatedthe existenceof a continuationfromBlytheBridge
towardsLeek.

The evidenceaboveshowsthe occupationof a site of considerablearea, and a closestudy of
more recentair photographssuggeststhe presenceof a numberof cropmarkenclosureswhich have not
publishedhitherto. The dateand purpose of these featuresis uncertainbut in view of the proven
date of the other enclosuresin the immediatevicinity,the balanceof probabilityis that they are
also of the Roman period.

D.J. Oldfield

Staffordand Mid...Staffs.ArchaeologySociety
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SHELDON West Midlands

Excavation, survey and evaluation at Sheldon Hall, Tile Cross, Birmingam. Fig.30 SP164875

Sheldon Hall, Tile Cross (SP 164875) is believed to be one of the three

documented manor house sites of medieval Sheldon. Of the other two, Kent's

Moat, (SP 144863) has been located and investigated archaeologically producing the

sandstone footings of a .building and a certain amount of 14th and 15th century pottery

(Dornier 1965), while 'Moat' or 'Mott' House (SP 159843) is believed to be the sitc of

the Lyndon Manor. Although originally moated, the ditch of Moat House has been filled

in and the site is occupied by an 18th century building.

In the 14th century the parish of Sheldon was divided into two manors: East

Hall and West Hall, and it is probable fromthe descriptions of the demesne and perambula-

tions of the parish that these two names may be given to Sheldon Hall and Kent's Moat

respectively (Skipp 1960).

The extant hall at Sheldon (Fig. 30) is a long building comprising an earlier

central range of brick and stone with two timbered wings at either side. It dates from

the 16th century (Price 1976). There is also a single-storey service wing at the back

of the house. At the western and northern edges of its grounds lie the two arms of a

moat. At the south-western corner of the site the moat becomes much deeper than at

any other point along its length and now holds a shallow pond. It is possible that

the deep hollows at this end of the moat are associated with the mining of marl (Price

1976). There is also a much more substantial pond in the north-eastern corner of

the grounds.

In November 1980 planning permission was given for the building of a set of

squash courts behind the house and for the conversion of the house into a club house.

The Birmingham City Museum commissioned BUFAU to carry out excavations on the site in

advance of the proposed development and these took place in January 1981. Our aims in

investigating the site were to ascertain the date of the construction of the moat,

whether it was disturbed and to gain some idea of the nature of occupation prior to the

existing 16th century building.

Evidence for the earliest occupation of the site was found in Area C in the form

of about 40 sherds of 12th to 15th century pottery lying on a layer of silty soil with no

associated structures. The 'moat' does not seem to be contemporary with this deposit.

Its primary cut was revetted on the inner side by a wall of red and black brick similar

to that used inthe extant 16th century house. The bottom of the moat is level through-

out its length but it is too shallow on the down-slope to function effectively as a defence.

It was therefore probably constructed for ornamental purposes at the same time as the Hall

in the 16th century. Construction work at some time after the 16th century had

disturbed the medieval deposits in Area C, where a cobbled yard was laid. By the 19th

century, when further redevelopment took place, the moat had silted up and been back-

filled with rubbish. The identification of the site as the 'east Hall' occupied in

the 12th century (Skipp 1960) must remain open since disturbances taking place aftcr the

'16th century have damaged earlier evidence in thcareacurrently available for study.
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